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At the Divine command Moses composed and taught the 
children of Israel a song, which they were to sing in all their 
generations after they had come into possession of the prom- 
ised land. (Deut. xxxii.) In that beautiful and instructiye 
song, much of which is historical, we find these words : " Re- 
member the days of old : consider the years of many genera- 
tions : ask thy father, and he will show thee : thy elders, and 
they will tell thee/' 

In like manner we seem to hear the voice of wisdom speak- 
ing to us. It is a duty to remember the days of old. Our de- 
pendence upon the experience of past generations, upon the 
trials and labors, the conduct and counsels of our fathers, both 
leads us to contemplate our indebtedness and obligations, and 
at the same time constrains us to filially cherish the names and 
emulate the deeds of those through whom we have received our 
goodly heritage. In studying the lives of our worthy ancestors 
we gather some of the most valuable lessons, and kindle in our 
bosoms charitable feelings and ennobling aspirations. By 
tracing the general journey and the successive steps by whiA 
they were led, we cannot but honor them for what they did and 
suffered, and bless the God of our fathers for the grace and 
strength he gave them : meanwhile, by one of the best laws of 
our nature, we are incited to diligence and self-denials in the 
performance of our duty, assured that, if true to our trust, 
other generations will rise up and call us blessed. 

A sense of duty, therefore, alike to the living and the dead, 
has induced me to collect and arrange such historical matter as 
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could be found relative to the religious progress of this town, 
and especially relative to our denominational principles and 
history. As no attempt of this sor4; has ever been made, 
and since not a few of the documents and papers, upon 
which we depend, exist singly and are liable to perish, it 
was clear that the time had come when an eflfort of this sort 
should be made. Indeed many valuable papers have already 
perished. 

And in reference to the attempt I here make, I can only 
say that I regret the want of time, amid my varied pastoral 
duties, to make the eflfort more thorough and systematic ; 
but I may, at least, prepare the way for another to make an 
eflfort that shall be successful. One consideration alone will 
aflford me suflScient satisfaction : that I have been the means of 
saving the substance of not a few valuable papers relative to 
the history of this town, and especially the history of its reli- 
gious progress. 

In prosecuting my plan I speak somewhat at length of the 
Great Awakening, or " New Light Sw," and the numerous 
Separatists that appeared after the Awakening, and acted so 
conspicuous and important a part in the religious history of our 
State. This will not be considered a digression; the Great 
Awakening broke up the soil, and sowed the seeds, and the 
Separatists nurtured the growth of Baptist principles and Bap- 
tist Churches. And hitherto the Separatists have not had jus- 
tice done them. That man would do a worthy service who 
should write their history, expound their principles, and trace 
their influence. It will be enough for me to add my mite to 
ij^&x just tribute. 
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CHAPTER I. 



FACTS AND EVENTS FROM THE SETTLEMENT OF THE TOWN TO THE 

GREAT AWAKENING. 

The original town of Norwich was a territory nine miles 
square, and was settled in 1660. About thirty-five families, 
comprising the majority of a Pedo-baptist Church, with their 
minister, Rev. Mr. Fitch, came hire as a colony, from Saybrook. 
This Church was constructed after the Cambridge pattern, and 
was Independent, or Congregational, so called. It maintained 
its Independency without the least compromise till the settle- 
ment of Rev. Mr. Woodward, in 1699, whose views tended to 
Presbyterianism, which then ruled the Colony. But Mr. Wood- 
ward did not succeed in leading the Church to adopt the Say- 
brook Platform, and his effort resulted in his removal. Rev. Dr. 
Lord succeeded in the pastorate in 1717, and agreed to main- 
tain Independency, though it is said that in about 1740 he was 
anxious that the Church should adopt the Saybrook Plan and 
be represented in the Consociation. " The affairs both of the 
town and society, civil and ecclesiastical, were all recorded to- 
gether, until the year 1720." This type of Church Independ- 
ency, or Congregationalism as it has been styled, is quite dif- 
ferent, it will be noticed, from that held and practiced by Bap- 
tists. We have never allowed an intermixture of things civil 
and ecclesiastical. The civil community is one body ; the 
Church is another body, though both bodies be composed of 

the same persons. Conj^egationalism, therefore, is not real 

1a 
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Independency, as Baptists hold it. Many so called Congrega- 
tionalists are virtually Presbyterians in their Church order ; 
and the purest Congregationalists usually work by a union of 
the Church with a society. Baptists work by a Church alone ; 
though the male members may sometimes form a society alto- 
gether apart from the Church, and having no organic connec- 
tion with it, for the sake of holding property according to law, 
in order that the Church may not be dependent upon the State, 
or recognized as a legal body by its laws. 

Before the " New Light Stir,'' or Great Awakening, in New 
England, there was in Connecticut a literal Union of Church 
and State. The famous Saybrook Platform was drawn up and 
adopted in 1708. Under it nearly all the Churches in the Col- 
ony were united in Consociations ; and the laws of ihe Colony 
of which this Platform was a part, knew no other Churches, 
though a cla-use was appended for the relief of peculiar con- 
sciences. But this clause was afterwards repealed, and dissent- 
ers had always to apply to tl|e Legblature for the toleration 
they desired. After the adoption of the Saybrook Platform the 
Churches were no longer in any sense independent, but became 
virtually Presbyterian ; and Dr. Dwight in his writings (Trav- 
els, Vols, iv.) as late as 1815, calls the majority of them Presby- 
terians, and never Congregationalists. They did not again be- 
come Congregational till the Great Revival broke the heavy 
grasp of the civil power and bid them stand alone. And indeed 
many Churches in the State have never even yet become truly 
Congregational. Most of the Consociations are to this day ver- 
itable Presbyteries. But all these Churches are fast coming 
over to full Independency and other Baptist principles. The 
work was begun by the Great Awakening. 

There were probably but few persons who held Baptist prin- 
ciples in full, in this town before the great revival. The old 
Standing Order controlled the town. Dr. Lord preached, and 
sprinkled the children ; the inhabitants went to meeting on the 
Sabbath and paid their rates. No prayer-meetings were held. 
Evening meetings were regarded as the works of darkness. 
The revival awoke t^e slumbers of the town, and wrought, in 
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the course of a few years, the greatest changes. This " New 
Light Stir/' as it was stigmatized by the standing order, was a 
new epoch in the history of Connecticut, and the most glorious 
epoch in all our history : it was the morning of a new day. 
What Roger Williams happily termed " soul liberty,'' that is, 
the right of men to worship God according to the dictates of 
their consciences, — always a leading doctrine and principle of 
the Baptists, — ^was at this time quite unknown in the Colony, 
as is sufficiently evinced by the following law then in force : 
(See Colony Law Book, p. 139.) 

" Nor shall any persons neglect the public worship of Godin 

* some lawful Congreg^-tion, and form themselves into Separate 

* Companies in private Houses, on Penalty of Ten Shillings for 

* every such Offence each Person shall be guilty of." 

The law passed in 1723 reads thus : '* Whatsoever persons 

* shall presume, on the Lord's Day, to neglect the public wor- 

* ship of God in some lawful congregation, and form themselves 

* into separate companies in private houses, being convicted 

* thereof, &c., shall each of them, for every such offence, forfeit 

* the sum of twervty shillings'' 

" Whatsoever person, not being a lawfully allowed minister 
' of the Gospel, shall presume to profane the holy sacraments, 
' by administering, or making a show of administering them to 

* any person or persons whatsoever, and being thereof oonvict- 

* ed, &c., shall incur the penalty of ten pounds for every such 
' offence, and suffer corporal punishment by wJdpping, not ez- 

* ceeding thirty stripes for each offence." 

Even Dr. Trumbull (His. Vol. ii, p. 38,) acknowledges that 
" this act, it is believed, has generally been considered as incon- 
sistent with the rights of conscience^ and that toleration which 
ought to be exercised towards Christians of all denominations." 

But before the Great Awakening brdte up the old politico- 
ecclesiastical order and left the soil open for freer and happier 
principles, a few Baptist Churches, in the face of frovms and 
penalties, had been organized. 
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The first baptisms, aooorcBng to the New Testament Law, 
that were observed in the Colony, were solemnized in Waterford, 
(then a part of New London,) in 1674, by regular Baptist min- 
isters from Rhode Island. A great excitement was raised on 
a<$coant of these baptisms, and the L^islature was invoked to 
suppress the innovation. No Baptist Church was at this time 
tbrmed ; the believers who were baptized in the &ce of such 
stnmg opposition, united with a Church in Rhode Island. 

The first Baptist Church organized in the Colony was planted 
in Groton in 1705, by Rev. Valentine Wightman. 

The second was organized in Waterford, (then part of New 
London,) in about 1710. 

The third was gathered in Wallingford, in 1735, with Timo- 
thy Waters as pastor, who was succeeded by John Merriman. 

Three more were planted in 1743 : one in Stonington, (now 
North Stonington,') one in Lyme, and one in Colchester, which 
last was scattered. 

A seventh was gathered in Saybrook in 1744, in respect to 
the formation of which we find the follovnng record : 

" In February, fourteen persons were arrested in this place 

* for holding a Baptist meeting ; the charge brought against 

* them was ^for holding a meeting contrary to laWy on God^sTioly 
'^Sabbath day.' They were arraigned, tried, fined, and driven 

* on foot, through a deep mud, to New London, a distance of 

* twenty-five miles, and thrust into prison, without fire, food or 

* beds, where they remained, enduring dreadful sufferings for 
' several weeks, and probably would all have perished, had not 

* someBaptist brethren residing in New London, Great Neck, car- 

* ried them provisions." The Saybrook Church was organized 
in July follovdng. It is not wonderful, then, that Baptist sen- 
timents did not earlier spread in this Colony and lead to the 
formation of Churches. 

But a better day was now coming. The Lord poured out his 
spirit over the face of the land. The old Standing Churches 
were shaken, and rent, and renovated. As the Churches were 
unwilling at first to receive the new light and new life, multi- 
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tudes separated from them and held meetings in private houses. 
This great movement was called the Separation, and the per- 
sons were styled Separates or Separatists. 

This movement extended through various parts of New Eng- 
land. It was very strong in Connecticut, and especially in the 
Eastern half of the Colony. Instead of " ten or twelve," as 
Dr. Trumbull asserts, not less than twenty-five or thirty Sepa- 
rate Churches were formed. The movement was very strong 
and effective in Norwich, resulting in the formation of three 
Separate Churches, two of which continued till after 1780, and 
resulted finally in changing the views and practices of the old 
Standing Church and the civil administration of the whole 
town. 

The Great Awakening was the opaiing of the door for the 
admission of Baptist principles in the Colony ; it revived the 
personal experience and expression of piety, and led to the sep- 
aration of civil and ecclesiastical matters, and held up the Scrip- 
tures as the only authoritative rule of faith and practice in re- 
ligious concernments. The Separatists, as we shall show, 
ag1*eed vrith the Baptists in sojne of their main principles ; and 
when their Churches passed away, for reasons to be hereafter 
mentioned, the majority of the members became Baptists. No 
less authority than Dr. Trumbull (Vol. ii. p. 639,) say^ they 
" generally turned baptists." In this instance then, at least, 
the Spirit of God, the Word of God, and the Providence of God, 
made Baptists ; our enemies themselves being judges. 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE GREAT AWAKENING, AND THE SEPARATISTS. 

In what I have said I have implied that to a proper historical 
knowledge of the rise and spread of Baptist principles in this 
town and in our State, it is necessary to say a few things about 
the Great Awakening and the Separation that it induced. 

For an account of the state of religion in the Standing Church- 
es in the Colony, proceeding the Awakening, I will let Dr. 
^ Ti*umbull speak, lest it should be thought that I had overdrawn 
the picture. In his History of Connecticut, (Vol. ii. p. 137,) he 
describes the state of things for the year 1734, and says : 

" The forms of religion were kept up, but there appeared but 
little of the power of it. Both the wise and foolish virgins 
seemed to slumber. Professors appeared too generally to be- 
come worldly and lukewarm. The young people became loose 
and vicious, family prayer and religion was greatly neglected, 
the Sabbath was lamentably profaned; the intermissions were 
spent in worldly conversation. The young people made the 
evenings after the Lorti's Day, and after lectures, the times for 
their mirth and company keeping. Taverns were haunted; in- 
temperance and other vices increased ; and the Spirit of God ap- 
peared to be awfully withdrawn. It seems also to appear that 
many of the clergy, instead of clearly and powerfully preaching 
the doctrines of original sin, of regeneration, justification by 
faith alone, and the other peculiar doctrines of the gospel, con- 
tented themselves with preaching a <Jold, unprincipled and life- 
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less morality; for when these great doctrines were perspicuous- 
ly, and powerfully preached, and distinctions were made be- 
tween the morality of Christians; originating in evangelical 
principles, faith and love, and the morality of heathen, they 
were offended, and became violent opposers." 

Speaking of the year 1739, (p. 143,) he says: ** But few per- 
sons offered themselves to the communion of the Churches. It 
was also obsev^ed that those who did offer themselves gave no 
account of any previous convictions which they had obtained of 
their great sin and misery by nature and practice. It does not 
appear that ministers in general,- at that time, made any partic- 
ular inquiry of those whom they admitted to communion, with 
respect to their internal feelings and exercises. The Stoddard- 
ean opinion generally prevailed at that period, that unregene- 
rate men could consistently covenant with God, and when moral 
in their lives, had a right to sealing ordinances.' 



» 



Dr. Lord's Church was now in the habit of using, I know not 
how extensively, a form of " half-way covenant," which reads 
thus, according to the records : 

"THE COVENANT AS OWNED BY BAPTIZED PERSONS. 

'* You acknowledge your sin and unworihmess, and withal 

* owning God's distinguishing Goodness towards you in thatyou 

* were born within the Compass of the Covenant, Early dedicat- 
' ed to God in Baptism and educated in th& Christian Eeligion 

* which you do seriously profess your belief of, and being sensi- 

* ble that your Baptism and visible Eolation to God thereby doth 

* lay you under obligations to make some actual visible Profes- 

* sion of God and your Duty to Him, — ^you do now publickly own 

* the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to be the <mly 

* true God, and whom you desire may be your God in Jestis 

* Christ. You do own Jesus Christ in his Prophetical, Princely, 

* and Kingly office, and desire that by the operation of the Holy 

* Spirit you may be disposed to receive him as your Saviour 

* and Lord — 



14 KOTES OF THE BAPTISTS, 

* You acknowledge it is jour Duty to give up yourselves and 
' yours to Ood in Christ, and to serve Him and Him only and 

* that forever — 

* And that as the word of God is the only Rule of his Service, 
' So you will endeavor by divine assistance to conform unto it in 
' all things, as well as to repent of all your transgressions against 
' it. And you do now promise Subjection to ibe Law and Qov- 

* emment of Christ in his Church." 

Persons owning this covenant were so fitf reoQired into tiie 
Church that they brought their children to be sprinkled. That 
the Churdi did not require a Christian eKperienoe is shown by 
their records : 

" T^ie Vote of the Church in 1774-5 respecting the admis- 

* fflon of members, is as follows : 

" ' Though it is esteaned a desirable thing that Persons who 
' come into full Communion offer some publick Kelation of their 
' Experieance, yet we do not Judge nor Hold it to be a Term of 
< Communion.' " 

To save the land ftom growing errors and the hastening spir- 
Unal desolatioii, God ponied out his Spirit in a most wonderful 
manner. The wock appeared first in Northampton in 1734, un- 
der Jonaihaa Edvaida. It soon spread through the country. 
Some good indicalioiiB of the Revival were felt in Norwich first 
in 1735, as Br. Lord, and Mr. Owen, of Groton, had visited 
Northampton and caught a little of the Divine flame. But in 
1740 it broke out mightily in Norwich, Preston, Stonington, 
Groton, New London and Lyme. Great numbers were convert- 
ed ; in some places not only scores but hundreds were converted 
in a short space of time, and all the people flocked to hear the 
gospel preached. Many of the Indians, which was a new and 
strange thing, became the subjects of saving grace ; especially 
was this true of the Indians of Plainfield. Multitudes ef the 
inhabitants would go firom town to town to hear the word preach- 
ed, and the land seemed to be full of anxious inquiries, prayers, 
tears, confessions and praises. A very few of the ministers of 
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the Standing Order favored the work, but the great majority bit- 
terly opposed it ; and but very few knew how to speak and act 
in reference to it. Edwards, Whitefield, Tennent, and their co- 
laborers, were like flames of fire kindled by the Holy Spirit. 
The work wrought powerfully upon the laity as well as upon 
the clergy ; they all felt that they had something to say and to 
do. Thej talked of faith, repentance, i^egeneration, sanctifica- 
tion, thedu^ e£ Christians, and the danger of sinners. Every 
man becama iitaiiething of a preacher. 

Dr. Lord dUl not at first oppose this Revival in Nor- 
wich ; indeed he tried to fevor it ; but he knew not how to 
manage it without breaking up the old order of things, and this 
his Church would not allow. In 1741 he invited Rev. Jonathan 
Parsons, of Lyme, to visit him and preach to his people, Mr. 
Parsons came twice and preached with great effect, as was 
evinced by tears, and sighs, and loud crying, and even fainting. 
But the friends of the half-way covenant, and the magistrates 
were displeased. DiiE&culties now ensued ; the Choieh was divid- 
ed ; the Legislature was invoked ; men and womea wBre fined 
for exhorting and praying, contrary to custom. But the 
work of God could not be stayed because the migor part of 
the old Church repelled the new activitiefl of the heavenly life. 

It was in 1742 that several persons were imprisoned here for 
preaching an<f exhorting without the authority of the old 
Church ; for layrpreaching and exhortation, as well as Separate 
meetings, were strictly forbidden and punished by the colonial 
laws springing from the Say brook Platform. Not the wonten 
alone in.those days, but the brethren as well, were forbidden to 
take part in the meetings. 

Mr. Ebenezer Frothingham, of Middletown, in his book 
" Printed in 1767," entitled " A Key to Unlock the Door that 
leads in to take a Fair View of the Religious Constitution estab- 
lished by Law in the Colony of Connecticut," &c., a quaint but 
solid volume, says : 

"I myself have been confined in Hartford Prison near five 

' months, for nothing but exhorting and warning the People, 

' after the public Worship was done and the Assembly dismissed. 

2 
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* And whilst I- was there confined, tiiree more persons were 

* sent to prison : one for exhorting, and two for worshipping 

* God in u private house in a Separate meeting. And quick 

* after I was released by the Laws being answered by natural 
' [Relations unbeknown to me, then two brethren more were 

* committed for exhorting and preaching, and several others 

* afterwards for attending the same duties ; and I myself twice 

* more was sent to prison for the Minister's rates/' p. 51. 

Mr. Frothingham informs us that the opposition was not 
filone against the Separatists. 

"Young Deacon Drake, of "Windsor, now in Hartford prison, 

* for the Minister's rates and building their meeting-house, al- 
' tho' he is a baptist; . . is accounted a harmless, godly man ; and 

* he has plead the privilege of a baptist, through all the courts, 
' and been at great expense, without relief, till at last the assem- 
' bly has given him a mark in his hand, and notwithstanding 

* this, they have thrust him to prison for former rates, with sev- 
' eral aggravations, which I shall omit. But as to what the 
'Constitution does to relieve the poor Deacon, he, may there 
' die, and the cry of blood, blood, go up into the ears of a just 
*God,"&c. p. 183. 

In 1742, Mr. Philemon Bobbins, a minister 6f the Standing 
Order, in Branford, preached by invitation to the Baptist Church 
in Wallingford. Eor this the ministers of the New Haven Con* 
soeiation called him to an account; his trial was CQntinued for 
a long time. In 1745 they called him before them and demand- 
ed that he should ^^ confess thai he broke the law of God in 
preaching to the Baptists against their consent" 

Mr. Humphreys, of Derby, in about 1741, "had preached to 
a baptist society, and on that account vms soon after deprived 
of a seat'' in the Guilford Association. 

That the Separatists advanced and contended for many prin- 
ciples that have always characterized the Baptists, may be 
shovm'by the arguments which they published in answer to 
their opponents. An old volume written in their defense, in 
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this State, between 1750 and 1760, (the title page is lost, and I ^ 
have not ascertained who was the author,) marked with strong 
logical ability and clear views of the Scriptures, and charactei*- 
ized by an excellent spirit, is mainly devoted to the following 
important topics : 

" 1. Visibility the Door into the Church. 
" 2. None but Converts have^a Right to the Lord's Supper. 
"3. The knowledge of the Saints. 

" 4. Saving Grace absolutely necessary in order topreaciithe 
'Gospel. 
" 5. The Eight of Improving Gifts. 
" 6. But two Officers in Christ^s Church. 
" 7. An Elder is not confined to Parish Lines in his Work. 
" 8. Where the Right of Ordination is not. 
"9. The Power of Ordination given to the Church by her right- 

* ful Head, Jesus Christ. 

" 10. The Power of Discipline to be exercised by, and in, the 

* Church. 

" 11. The Gospel supported without Rate or Tax." 

Now these are emphatically Baptist principles, and no Bap- 
tist could have more distinctly enunciated. them. The author 
was a strenuous Separatist, unconsciously preparing the vray 
for the Baptists. 

Special action was taken against the Separatists in Norwich 
by the old standing Church in 1745 ; at least we have not found 
any papers among the Church records certifying that the 
Church took measures against them at an earlier date. The 
civil authorities had, probably with the consent of the Church, 
three years before, imprisoned some for exhorting without con- 
sent of the laws. Dr. Lord was evidently a good man, and of 
a kind and lenient habit, as his writings testify. He was re- 
luctant in opposing the Separatists ; but he yielded to the voice 
of his people. , 

Early in 1745 we find a regularly conducted Separate meet- 
ing held in the house of Hugh Calkins. The house, somewhat 
altered, is still standing near the bridge between Bean Hill and 
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Yantic, the second house East from the bridge on the South side 
of the road. Probably occasional meetings- of this kind had 
been held for a year or two previously. Now they were held 
on the Sabbath regularly, and were largely attended. These 
meetings gave offence because they were held contrary to law, 
and because they were conducted with unprecedented freedom, 
that is, laymen prayed, and spoke and exhorted. The services 
of the old Church being seconded by the civil power, and con- 
formed to the most rigid ideas of ecclesiasticism, were punctil- 
ious and grave even to a fault. In evidence of this we find in 
the Court Records of the town such entries as these : 

" Att a Court held in Norwich, in New London County, the 

* i4th Day of July, 1746, &c. : * * James Giddings of sd 

* Norwich, being presented by one of ye Grand Jurors of our 

* Lord ye King, for neglecting to attend the publick worship of 

* God in some Congregation by Law, &c. * * The sd Gid- 

* dings voluntarily appeared and confessed that (he) is Guilty, 

* and paid his fine, Ss., and cost 4s." 

" At a Court, &c., . . . January, 1746-7, Jabez Perkins of sd 

* Norwich, voluntarily appeared and Confessed that he was 

* Guilty of prophaining ye worship of God by Laughing. on ye 

* last Sabbath in December last in ye first Society in sd Nor- 

* wich in ye time of Publick worship, and paid his fine, 5s." 

Moreover, it is reported, that the first prayer of the Sabbath 
morning service was an hour, or thereabouts, in length, and 
was made to answer in lieu of -a weekly newspaper ; the minis- 
ters were accustomed to review the week, mentioning marriages 
and deaths, losses and gains, and whatever of interest had 
transpired in the community. During the Revolutionary and 
other wars, Dr. Lord, it is said, would rehearse the battles that 
had been fought, stating the forces in the armies, which was 
victorious, and the number of killed and wounded. Probably 
tradition has somewhat adorned the facts. 

In view of the prevailing laws and customs, it will be seen 
that there was an opportunity, and a' demand, for liberal ideas 
and aggressive piety to make some disturbance, and break up 
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the frozen surface of ecclesiastical affairs. Then New Light 
Stir broke the thick ice. Some writers have deprecated the 
strong activities following the Great Awakening, and have cen- 
sured the bold actors in the regenerating movement. Such 
men, very manifestly, were unconscious of the previous low 
state of religion in the country, — ^that there existed a form of god- 
liness without the power, — and also failed to discover the deep 
spiritual character and the ultimate results of the wonderful 
Bevival. And what though the. heat and fire of fresh piety, 
struck from the Word of God by the Holy Spirit into the hearts 
of strong men, broke forth with perhaps a little volcanic ener- 
gy : it redeemed from desolation and death much more than it 
scarred and consumed.' The religious state of the country de- 
manded an upheaval and a thorough renovation. Like one of 
the great storms in nature, the Awakening was appointed of 
God, though not coveted by men, and while stubble, dead limbs, 
and old buildings suffered from the driving wind and descend- 
ing rain, it came, as a whole, only to refresh and re-vivify. 

Mr. Whitefield, in his tour through New England in the Sum- 
mer of 1745, visited this town and remained for a number of 
days. Here, as elsewhere in the country, the people were astir 
to see the great man. But their great desire was to listen to 
his eloquent, evangelical and pungent preaching; for they re- 
garded him as sent of God, like a flame of fire, to purify the 
land. • 

While however, the people gladly received him, the great 
body of the clergy treated him with severity and scorn. The 
"old lights" burning dim and blue in their legal sockets, now sud- 
denly kindled up and flashed fury at the new luminary which, 
in their fears, threatened to confront them. The fire of their 
fury was impotent, except in its reaction. To prevent Mr. 
Whitefield from visiting the Colony, and to prejudice the people 
against him, the General Association of the Churches of Con- 
necticut, represented of course by the clergy, at their meeting 
in June 1745, having heard that Mr. Whitefield purposed vis- 
iting this Colony, passed the following resolve : 

a2 
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"^ That, w&ereas, there has off late years been manT errMs in 
' doctrine and disorders in practice, prevailing in the Churches 
' in this land, iiiiidi seem to have a threatening aspect upon 
' the Churches; and whereas, Mr. George Whitcfidd has been 
' the promoter, or at least the fanltr occasion of many of these 
' ernnrs and disorders; this Association think itneedful for them 
' to declare^ that if the said Mr. Whitefield should make his 
' progress throogh this govenmient, it would by no means be 
' adyisable for any of our ministers to admit him into their pol- 
' pits, or for any of oar people to attend his administrations." 

Nine days before ]Mr. Whitefield anriTed in Norwich, Pr. 
Lord, moved by the prevailing opposition, addressed a letter in 
» ^half of the old Church, to the following pers(His who had left 
h. 4 ministry and set up a Separate meeting : Hugh Calkins, 
Jecidia Hide, Wm. Lothrop, Sam'l Leffingwell, Joseph Gris- 
wold, (one of his Deacons,) John Smith, James Backus, Isaac 
Backus, (afterwards the celebrated Baptist preacher and histo- 
rian,) John Leffingwdl, Dani^ Chapman, Phebe, the wife of 
Hugh Calkins, the widow Elizabeth Backus, (mother of Isaac,) 
and Lydia, the wife of Joseph Kelly. These p^sons were 
warned to appear, in eight days, before the Church and answer 
Tor their Separation. They appeared and gave to the Church 
thdr Keasons for the course they had pursued. The Reasons 
were writt^i down. Many of these Reasons contain Baptist 
principles, though the authors qf them wer^ at the time quite 
ignorant of this fact. They were only contending for experi- 
mental religion and a purer form of worship. That justice may 
be done to these Separatists, I have copied the papers relative to 
them found in connection with the Church Records. I may add 
that these papers are in Br. Lord's hand writing ; the language, 
therefore, is not over-drawn in favor of the accused and perse- 
cuted Separatists : 
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"THE REASONS WfllCH THE SEPARATES GAVE IN 
BEFORE THE CHURCH OF THEIR SEPARATJON." 

JEDIDIA hide's reasons : 

"1. Errors in the Church; i. e^Jlrsty The Church not making 

* conyersion a term of Conmiunion, or, [as he explained it] not 

* making Regeneration the only term of Communion. Secondly, 

* The body's being imperfect till it has all its members, but this 
' Church has not all, because it hath not Ruling Elders. 

" 2. The Body of the Church denying the power of godliness, 

* and especially the Minister's denying it in his [said Hide's] 

* soul in this late glorious time. 

"3. Edification elsewhere. 

" 4. The Gospel not preached here. 

WILLIAM LOTHROP'S REASONS: 

"1. The Minister's denying the power of godliness, though 

* not in word, yet in practice. 

" 2. Insisting on Imprudencies and not speaking up for that 

* which is good. 

" 3. Not praymg for their meetings, and not giving thanks 

* for the late glorious work. 

" 4. Not a friend to Lowly Preaching and Preachers,* par- 

* ticularly not letting Mr. Jewettf preach once, and once forbid- 

* ding Mr. CroswelLt 

" 5. Not having the Sacrament for Six Months in the most 
' glorious part of the late Times ; and often enough since the 

* Church is in Difficulty: and oftener now than ever. 

* Preaching of uneducated men, and laymen. 

tl suppose reference is made to the Bey. Daniel Jewett, minister of the 
North Parish in New Lonclon, under whose ministry the reviyal broke out 
in 1741, and wrought powerftiUy. 

There was a Hr. Nathan Jewett, of lijme, supposed to have been a mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church in that town, who, in 1747, was expelled from the 
Legislature on account of his dissent from the Standing Order. 

t This was probably Ber. Andrew Croswell, of the Second Congrega- 
tional Church in Groton. 
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SAMUEL LEFFIXGWELL's REASONS: 

** 1. Mr. Lord's going off from the Platform and Settlement.* 
** 2. Otlior Reasons, and the same as Mr. Hide's. 

JOSEPH QRISWOLD's REASONS : 

'M. Better edification. 

" 2. The Gospel better preached, and that Scripture men- 
' tioned as what weighed with him, * Where the carcasses are, 

* there Uio Eagles are gathered together.' 

ISRAEL backus' REASONS : 

** The same as the others, as he said. 

joiix leffingwell's reasons: 

*' The same with others, but moreover, 
** 1. The minister's not apt to teach. 

** 2. A point of D(X5trine objected against, as he took it to be 
'delivered, (viz.:) If Christians Lived as they should, the World 

* would Love them. 

" 3. The Minister's not Spiritual in Conversation with him. 

" Hugh Calkins* wife desired to be excused from saying any 

* thing. 

*.* The Widow Elizaweth Backus said little, but in general 

* said her reasons were the same with others. 

" N. B.t — These Reasons, given at the Church Meeting in 

* Aug. 28, 1745, which stand just as they would have them af- 

* ter they have had 7 days' time to review them and make such 
' alterations and additions as they saw fit, and after all this liber- 

* ty given them to say what they had to say, to express their 

* Reasons before the Church proceed to Consider and Judge up- 
' on them; and note further, no evidences srere pretended to be 

* brought to prove any facts alledged any more than are con- 

*The Platform and Settlement refer to the Doctrines, Principles and 
Order subscribed by Dr. Lord at the time of his Installation. 

t This Note to the Beasons seems to have been added hj Dr. Lord, by way 
of explanation or apology. 
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* tained in the Face of the Reasons themselves, except the Ques- 
' tions of a passage in the Sermons objected against as not good 

* Doctrine, by Jno. Leffingwell." 

" At a Church Meeting held by adjournment on Sept. 6, 

* 1745," the cases of these Separatists were acted upon, one by 
one, and it was " Voted that their Reasons were not sufficient to 

* justify their Separation from the Church/' 

The foregoing body of Separatists were cited before the 
Church on Sept. 12, 1745, and were warned and admonished 
in regard to their Separation. 

" At a meeting of the Church by adjournment on Oct. 17, ^i 
*1745, 

" The Church upon consideration agreed to, in the following 

* act of Suspension, and voted in these words, viz.: 

" Whereas, this Church hath at the last meeting allowed the 

* persons hereafter named, time to consider of the warning then 

* given of their Separation which hath been judged by the 

* Church to be unwarrantable and disorderly walking, and in 
' this time not having any intimations of their desire to retract 

* the same and return, 

" This Church in pursuance to their own fixed agreement, and 
' agreeable to the nature and Reason of the thing, and express 

* Scripture to withdraw from every brother that walketh disor- 

* derly, especially after due warning given of the evil, 

" Do now declare, that it is not fit that they (viz. :) Jedidia 

* Hide, Wm. Lothrop, Sam*l Leffingwell, Joseph Griswold, 

* Isaac Backus, John Leffingwell, Jr., Phebe, wife of Hugh 
*' Calkins, and the widow Elizabeth Backus, Jun., should have 

* communion with this Church while they thus manifestly with- 

* draw from and refuse to have communion therewith ; and ao- 

* cordingly in faithfulness to Christ and their souls, do hereby 

* Suspend them from the Communion and from Special Ordi- 

* nances till they shall receive better Light, and manifest their 

* desire to return to the communion thereof with proper reflec- 

* tions on their past conduct in Separating therefrom." 

" This published by publickly reading it on Nov. 10, 1745." 
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*" At the same meeting, on Oct 17, 17-15, Toted: That, 
' whereas there are yel odier perscms bdonging to this Church 
' that haTe also Separated themsdTes from it and the conmiun- 
' ion thereof^ and do hold a Separate meeting on the Lord's Day, 
' this Chnrch do now, agreeable with their dealing with th^ 
'other Separating members, manifest the desire that at a 
' Chordi meeting (in time conyenient to be warned for that pnr- 
' pose,) the Pastor do cite those members also, yii.: Hugh Calk- 
' ins, James Backns, Jno. Smith, Dan'l Chapman, Ljdia, the 

* wife of Joseph Kelly, Mary, wile ot Wm. Lothrop, and Anne 
' Hoogh, and any others that hare thus Separated themselves, 
' to appear and give Reasons of their Separation, that the prop- 
' er method may be taken with them as the Grospel directs." 

'' At another meeting, Aug. 26, 1746, other Separates gave 

* their Reasons for their Separation : 

DANIEL chapman's REASONS : 

" These are contained in a paper of his own giving in to the 

* Church. . Vide a paper.* 

LTDiA Kelly's reasons : 

** 1. I came to this place as long as I could be edified, and rath- 
' er longer too ;— explained thus : I was not edified here and 

* went where I was more edified. 

" 2. Sometimes he (Mr. Lord,) would preach precious truths, 
' and then pull them down again^ as it appeared to me. 

''3.1 have not, as it appeared to me, departed from one child 
'of God. 

" 4. I thought the Church was as much Separate as I, and 
' had gone off from the Settlemeiit. 

JAMES backus' reasons : 

" 1. Mr. Lord's making the motion to the Church to go to the 
' Association, and the Church's giving way thereto, which, as 

* he (Mr. B.) alledged, discovered, the unfaithfulness of the 

* Church. 



*I have been unable to find i;he paper here referred to 
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" 2. Keasons contained and given in the words of Mr. Wise's 

* Book, page 101.* 

** 3. As. to Mr. Lord's Doctrine, he objected that he (Mr. 

* Lord) said, If Christians Lived as they should do, the world 

* would Love them. 

" 4. The general course of Mr. Lord's preachii^g has appear- 
' ed to me not to be the Gospel of Christ, not with a tendency 
' to awaken (and) convert Sinners, and build up Christians, 
' but said he should mention none, though owned that he soipe- 

* times preached well. 

" 5. His (Mr. Lord's) unfaithfulness in the general course of 

* his conversation, and not being particular In his preaching. 

" 6. Mr. Lord has often declared in public such things as 
' that was not agreeable, especially with respect to flying sto- 

* ries ; particularly what he said respecting the non-necessity 

* of Conviction before Conversion, as in danger of spreading or 
' beginning to spread. 

"7. It appeared to me he (Mr. Lord) hath not the Qualificar 
' tions of a Bishop, or Teacher, which are mentioned in Timothy 

* and Titus. 

" 8. Corruption in the Church ; they profess well but aare 

* corrupt in practice, in admission of members, opening the 

* Door too wide. Letting in even all sorts of persons, without 
' giving any evidence at all of their faith in Christ and repent- 

* anoe towards Go&. 

''9. Another Red>son. The method of admitting adult per- 

* sons to Baptism, and of Baptized persons owning the Cove- 
'nant» and of children to Baptism. 

MART LATHROP'S REASONS : 

" 1. As to Communion in the Church at the Sacrament, I di4 
< not commune because I was in the dark, and thought I was 

* not fit. 

'* 2. Another Reason, becatise I was not edified. 
'* 3. Because the powe^ of godliness, it seems to me, is denyed 
' here, and is (exists) elsewhere. 

•Mr. WiM'8 book ia entitled, " The Church^ Quarrel Esponaed." 
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*^ 4. By Covenant I am not held here any long^ than I am 
' edifie^l. 

" At a meeting of the Church by adjournment, on Not. 11, 
' 1746,— 
'' The Church taking into consideration the case of Anne 

* Hough, [formerly Hough, now Whipple,] who had first Sepa- 

* rated herself from this Church, without manifesting any ob- 
' jection against the same, and since hath renounced her Infant 
BaptiHm and joined herself to a people of another Denomina- 
' tion, and thereby practically renounced her relation to this 

* Church, 

" Do now Judge it is their Duty to bear Testimony against 

* persons Separating themselves from the Communion thereof 
' in the form that she hath done, and also against persons re- 

* nouncing their Infant Baptism, and accordingly do judge it 

* their Duty to decline now Communion with her as the case is 

* circumstanced with her, and so do hereby declare themselves 

* not to stand in any special Relation to her, and discharged 

* from any obligation to watch over, or account her as any long- 

* er a member of this Church," . 

'* At a meeting of the Church by adjournment^ on the 9th of 

* Dec. 1746, the Pastor and Dea. Ebenezer Huntington being a 

* Committee reported, — 

" Hugh Calkins said. That he was receivecf into this Church 

* when he was unconverted, and now he had no business with 
' them, which was the Reason he gave us to bring to the Church.'' 

The Separate Church, composed of members from Dr. Lord*s 
Church, was organized at Bean Hill, where they afterwards 
built a meeting-house. The records of this Church I suppose 
have perished. But I have found a paper, written near the 
close of the last century, coiltaining some important fiicts in re- 
gard to that body. The paper reads thus: 
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" REASONS OF SEPARATION. 

" 1. Neglect of Church Discipline, and Coldness, and want of 
' application in Preaching. 

" 2. The Qualifications necessary for Church membership. 
" 3, Private Brethren being debarred the privilege of Exr 

* hortation and Prayer. 

" 4. The Laws of the State." 

" 1745, Feb. 10. Began at Hugh Calkins, the first Separa- 

* tion. 

"1747, Oct. 30, Mr. Hyde was Ordained, 

"1757, Sept. 22, Mr. Hyde was deposed. 

" 1759, Aug. 17, Mr. John Fuller was Ordained. 

" 1762, Dec. 22, Mr. Reynolds was Ordained. 

" 1766, Nov. 8, Mr. Reynolds embraced the Baptist Princi- 

* pies and was Baptized. 

"1772, June 9, Last time of hisCom'n. 

" Met and had meetings till 15th March, 1788, when met in 

* ohai^acter of Universalists." 

I have learned that Mr. Bliss Willoughby was the pastor of 
a Church in Norwich in 1756, the year before Mr. Hyde was 
deposed. Whether he was pastor of the Separate Church at 
Bean Hill, or at " Norwich Farms," (now Franklin,) or at 
"Norwich Plains," (now Bozrah,).! do not know; J judge 
at Bean Hill. Mr. Willoughby was chosen with Mr. Moses 
Morse, by twenty Separate Churches, to carry the Petition 
which they drew up, for Religious Liberty, to England, and pre- 
sent it "To the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council." 
Of this Petition we shall shortly speak. 

Of the Separate Church at " Norwich Farms," (Franklin) I 
have not the history. Thomas Denison was ordained pastor of 
it Oct. 29, 1746. 

The Separate movement wrought great results in Norwich* 
Thirty male members, including one Deacon, and a large num- 
ber of females, left the old Standing Church at about the s^e 

time. Others soon followed. Among these w^e some of the 

• 3 
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most weaAQij and influential mai in tiie town. The Separat- 
ists and their friends finally oui^voted the Old Chon^ in Uie 
Town Meetings, and declared tibat tiiey ironld no longer pay 
the minister's rates, as they were oonsdentioosly opposed to the 
union of Churdi and State. But, upon a complaint entered, the 
General Court interfered, and they were taxed, by a special act, 
to support Dr. Lord and his society. Refusing to pay the tax 
they were imprisoned. For this cause, as many as forty per- 
sons, men and wom^i, were imprisoned in a single year. The 
letter writt^i by the widow EUzabeth Backus, (mother of Isaac,) 
relative to her imprisonment^ is found in her son's Abridged 
History, p. 187. It is a most worthy letter : 

" Norwich, Nov. 4, 1752. 
"BkaeSon: 

''I have heard something of the trials among you of late, and 
' I was grieved till I had strength to give up Uie case to God, 
' and leave my burthen there. And now I would tdl you some- 
' thing of our triab. Your brother Samud lay in prison twen- 

* ty days. October 15 the collector came to our house and took 
' me away to prison about nine o'clock, in a dark rainy night.* 
' Brothers Hill and Sabin were brought there next night. We 
' lay in prison thirteen days, and then were set at liberty, by 
' what means, I know not. Whilst I was there a great many 
' people came to see me ; and some said one thing, and some an- 
' other. O, the innumerable snares and temptations that beset 

* me ; more than I ever thought of before ! ' But, 0, the conde- 
' scension of Heaven ! Though 1 was bound when I was cast 
' into the furnace, yet was I loosed, and found Jesus in the 

* midst of the furnace with me. 0, then I could ^ve up my 
' name, estate, family, life and breath, freely to God. Now the 

* Sbe was 8ick, and, thickly wrapped in clothes to produce perspira^ 
tiOB, sat near the fire hy her stand, reading the iiunily Bihle, The officer 
thought that, under the drcumstances, she would yield and pay the rates. 
But Mrs. Backus was not the woman to ahandon her religious principles. 

I juire heen into the room where she sat, and have seen and handled the 
old mahogany stand and tfaB worn Quarto Bihle. 
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' prison looked like a palace to me. I could bless God' for all the 

* laughs and scoffs made ^t ma. 0, the love that flowed out to 

* all mankind I Then I conld forgive, as I would desire to be 

* forgiven, and love my neighbor as myself. Deacon Griswold 

* was put in prison the 8th of October, and yesterday old broth* 

* er Grover ; and (officers) are in pursuit of others ; all which 
' calls for humiliation. This Church hath appointed the 13th 

* of November to be spent in prayer and fasting on that account. 

* I do remember my love to you and your wife, and the dear 

* children of God with you, begging your prayers for us in such 

* a day of trial. These from your loving mother, 

ELIZABETH BACKUS." 

I have found the spirited letter written by Mr. Hill, in the 
prison, to Br. Lord. It has never before been made public. 
We give an exact copy : 

• '__ ■ 

"Norwich Goale, November ye I Day, 1752. 

" Mr. Lord, Sir, I take this opertunity to present you with ^ 

* these fu lines which I should have thout you would have Per- 

* vented By visiting us. pray Sir consider wheather or no you 
' Bo not neglect to minister to Christ, for inasmuch as ye did it 
' not to them, &c. and further If you come not to see us theire 
' is oather prisoners heare, and as you sustain the caracter of a 

* minister see to it you neglect them not, and I should be glad 

* of opertunity to see you. But being informed you Kefuse to 
' come I shall take Liberty to tell you that I judge it moast 

* unscriptral and unreasonable that I am imprisoned thus by 
*you. Ye lay heavy Burdens and Refuse to touch them with 

* one of your fingers. You say it is the Athority ; Simeon and 

* Levi are brethren ; instruments of cruelty are in their habita- 

* tions. Genesis, xlix. 5-7. 

" Priay Sir Read the 3 Chapter of Mikes Provesy and may 

* the Lord mack the aplycatyon. Consider also that our Lord 

* Jesus hath toald us that his Kingdom is not of this world, also 
' that he that taketh the sword shall perish by the sw(ml. I 
' could wish you a Beliverance from Mistacal Babelon and from 
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* her merchandize, my soul looks to and loags to see hir Re- 

* ceive the cup of the Lord's vengens and that all his Plages 

* may come upon hir In one Day and that God's children may 
*^c0me out of hir and that the Kingdom may be. given to the 

* saints of the moast high, these lines with oure cause I Leave 

* with God who will I trust Defend it, and so subscribe myself 

* a Prisoner of hope. CHARLS HILL.'' 

That some of the Separatists were not a little excited at times 
on account of the distrainments practiced upon them and the 
bitter denunciations of the ruling powers, is what might rea- 
sonably have been expected. Some men of ardent tempera- 
ment, and high spirit, expressed themselves strongly. As a 
striking example take the following record : 

** Jonathan Story said. May 20th, 1752, In Norwich, at the 

* Time when he was said to be ordained, these words : 

" *I am engaged to go forward Even to Fire and Faggot, In 

* Spight of Earth and Hell, although the Laws of this Gt)vem- 

* ment are against me, both Civil and Ecclesiastical, for they are 

* from the Devil.' " 

Whether this Mr. Story was ordained a minister or a deacon, 
I have not been able to learn. Nor can I say whether he was 
ordained «t Bean IliH, or *^ Norwich Farms," or "Norwich 
Plains." 

A little anecdote has been handed down which is worthy of 
being recorded, as it evinces a little of the spirit and logic then ^ 
prevailing relative to the question of minister's rates. It ap- 
pears that, at one time. Dr. Lord, to prevent as much trouble as 
possible, volunteered to collect his rates himself. He called 
upon a Mr. Collier, who was a barber, when the following dia- \ 
logue ensued : \ 
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Dr. L. — " Mr. Collier, I have a small bill against you. 
Mr. C. — ** A bill agajtrst-me, Dr. Lord ? for what ? 
r Dr. L. — "Why, your tate for my preaching." 
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Mr. C. — " For your preaching ? why, I have never heard you. 
I don't reooHect that I ever entered yeur meeting-house;" 

Dr. L. — " That's not my fault, Mr. Collier ; the meeting-house 
was open." 

Mr. C. — " Very well. But, look here ; I have a small bill 
against you, Dr. Lord." 

Dr. L. — " A^ bill against me ? for what ?" 

Mr. C— " Why, for barbering." 

Dr. L. — " por barbering? I never before entered your shop." 

Mr. C. — " That's not my fault, Dr. Lord ; my shop was open." 

The Separatists became very numerous in Eastern Connecti- 
cut and wrought a great reformation in the land. They had 
Churches organized in Mansfield, Windham, Canterbury, Cov^ 
entry, Killingly, Plainfield, Voluntown, Lisbon, Preston, Frank- 
lin, Colchester, Norwich, Ledyard, Groton, North Stonington, 
Stonington, New London, Montville, East Lyme, Lyme, Suf^ 
field, Enfield, Windsor, Wethersfield, Middletown, and perhaps 
in some other towns. They had numerous meetings in places 
where Churches were never formed. In jsome towns they had 
two Churches^r^ In Norwich there vere three: one at Bean 
Hill, one at " Norwich Farms," and one at " Norwidi Plains." 

I have previously alluded to a Petition. This was a famous 
document. I cannot learn ^at it was ever prints, but it de- 
serves type. I found an elegant copy of it among some papers 
in the old Backus homestead in this town. After several mi- 
nor petitio&s from small numbers of Churches, this large peti- 
tion was drawn up by twenty churches in 1753, and sent to the 
Ck)lomal Legislature, and after re-construction in 175'6, was sent 
as before mentioned, by the hands of Mr. Bliss Willoughby and* 
Mr. Moses Morse to England. 1% reads thus : 
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'%a C|e ^ings Post feellent Pajestir; 

in €fimxtil 

The Petition of ye Subscribers, Being Inhabit- 
ants in Sundry towns within your Majesties Col- 
ony of Connecticut in New England, Agents for 
and in behalf of Sundry Churches and congrega- 
tions to which they Respectively Belong, Humbly 
showeth, That, your Petitioners are Loyal and Du- 
tiful Subjects to your Majesty, who Detest and 
Abhor all ye Eomish Superstition, and are for ye 
most part Heads of family and Freemen of ye 
Corporation, Containing in Number About one 
Thousand, all of ye Age of Twenty-one years and 
upward Who Constantly Attend ye Publick Wor- 
ship of Almighty God and Have provided Them- 
selves with Ministers in their Respective Church- 
es, and Convenient Meeting Houses for Public 
worship, All which They maintain without Being 
Burdensome or Chargeable to Others, — 

That your Petitioners and The Residue of ye 
Members of ye Churches and Congregations to 
which They Belong Being of That Profession of 
Christianity who Hold that Christ Hath given pow- 
er to his Church To Choose and ordain Their own 
Ministers and Exercise Church Discipline Inde- 
pendant on any Classical Powers, and Likewise to 
Support and Maintain Them without Being Trou- 
blesome or Chargeable To those who Differ from 
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Them, and are Commonly called and Known By 
ye Name of ye Separate Churches in Sd Colony, 
Upon which accounts and some other things : — - 

Respecting Religion, They Have Separated and 
Dissented From Their Brethren of ye Almost 
Presbyterian or Consociation power Which is 
Looked nponto be ye Provincial Religion of your 
Majesties Sd Colony, And Those of other De- 
nomination of Dissenters Except Quakers and 
Baptists, Are Compelled to pay Towards ye Sup- 
port of ye Ministers thereof and The Building and 
Repairing of ye Meeting Houses Belonging there- 
to and even to meet Therein Although Contrary 
to Their Consciences ; — 

That, as inhabitants of your Majesties Colony 
your Petitioners Humbly Apprehend They are In- 
dulged By Their Charter and By the Laws of 
Great Britain ye Liberty of Their Consciences in 
worshipping God Almighty According to The 
Dictates Thereof in common with Their Fellow 
Subjects without Cohtroul, Provided ye Same Be 
not Injurious to Their Neighbors Nor Dangerous 
to ye State; — That, your Majesties Petitioners 
Are Not only in perfect Subjection to. But Value 
our Selves Highly upon, ye Privileges of an Eng- 
lish Constitution and ye Civil Government of your 
Majesties Sd Colony, and Have A Profound Ven- 
eration For ye Governors and Rulers God Hath 
set over us and Rejoice to Be our part in ye Sup- 
port Thereof, and we pray For no Lidulgence in 
Idleness, Immorality, or any Thing That Affects 
ye State ; — 
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That, Notwithstanding The Privileges Granted 
By Sd Chabteb and ye Laws in Favour of Dis- 
senters, your Petitioners and even Their Minis- 
ters are By The Assessment of ye Parishes Taxed 
Toward ye Maintainance of ye Almost Presbyte- 
rian or Consociated Ministers of Sd Parishes, A1-' 
tho Dissenters, and For Non-payment of Sd Tax- 
es Which They Conscientiously Scruple, are Lia- 
ble to severe Punishments, and Many Honest and 
Peaceable Men Have had great Quantities of Their 
Estates Destraned For ye Maintainance of Sd Min- 
isters, The Building and Repairing of their Meet- 
ing Houses, and Many Have been Hailed Away to 
prison from their Families, And Their wives and 
Children Deprived of ye Comforts nesessary for 
the Support of Life, and others Daily in Fear of 
ye same Treatment By the Magistrates of ye Sd 
Towns, To ye great Damage as well as ye Sub- 
verting The True Peace of your Majesties sub- 
jects, and unless Timely Prevented will probably 
be Attended with greater Inconveniences, Even 
while The Heathen Behold such proceedings 
Among us They Be in Danger of Being Incensed 
Against The Protestant Religion and Turn to ye 
papists, French and Indians, to the Ruin of Their 
Souls and so one Great End of ye Settlement of 
This Colony Be Frustrated ;-:— 

That> your Petitioners Humbly Apprehend it 
unreasonable And Inconsistent with Equity and 
Justice That They Who Are Dissenters Them- 
selves By Their Profession & By the Laws of your 
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Majesties. Realm are Allowed The Exercise of 
Their Consciences in ye Publicfc Worship of Al- 
mighty God and By The "Toleration Acts," 
Should Notwithstanding Be Liable to Suffer Per- 
secution from their Brethren who Also Profess 
themselves Dissenters from ye Church of England ; 

That, your Petitioners — ^Divers of Them — Have 
since ye year A. D. 1741 Made Sundry Applica- 
tions To ye Legislature of Sd Colony, and The 
most of Them Did in ye Name of ye Separate 
Churcheaand Congregations Again in ye year A.Di 
1753 Lay These Their Grievances Before ye Leg- 
islature But without Redress, Their Petitions, or 
Requests Being from time to time Rejected, Tho* 
it cannot Be gathered from Sd Charter That any 
Particular Sect are Allowed to Make Laws Extend- 
ing so Far as to Compell Those of other Denorai- 
na-tions To Support and Maintain That Particular 
Sect ;— 

They Do, Therefore, Humbly Pray your Most 
Excellent Majesty, / 

That, ISTo man Hereafter Be, by Force and Vir- 
tue of ye Laws of Sd Colony, Hindered to wor- 
ship God Almighty with Those who worship Ac- 
cording as he understands ye word of God^ Pro- 
vided ye same be not Injurious Nor Dangerous as 
AforeSd. (2) That, None of such worshippers 
Be Hinderd by Sd Laws to Build or Repair Meet- 
ing Houses For, or Depradation», For not giving 
Their Attendance at ye Parish Meeting House Es- 
tablished, Nor be Liable to Fines (&) Exactions 
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By Sd Laws. (3) That no man Hereafter Be 
Compelled to make or yeald to any such Taxes 
For ye Maintainanee of Sd Established Ministers 
or Meeting Houses, or Any such Charges, and, 
That no Freeman in any such manner be Destrain- 
ed or Imprisoned ; — 

All which, your Majesties Petitioners Most 
Humbly pt*ay of your Most Excellent Majesty 
ae Their Rights and Privileges According To The 
"Word of ye Everliving God, The Laws and Stat- 
utes of your Majesties Reo-lm, as well as Their 
Charter, And that your Majesty would Also 
vouchsafe to Declare That ye Awards, doings and 
Proceedings to ye Prejudice of your people in any 
of ye Provinces, shall not Be Drawn Hereafter 
into Consequence or Example ; — (2) That your 
Majesty would be Also Graciously Pleased, For 
ye Further Comfort and safety of your People, 
To Declare your Royal will and Pleasure, That, 
in ye Things AforeSd, AH your People May Have 
Liberty to serve God Almighty and your Majesty 
According to His Word & ye Laws and Statutes 
of your Eealm, as They Tender ye Glory of God, 
The Honour of your Majesty, And The Prosper- 
ity of This Kingdom. 

^11 tUI)i(l) i0^timbla JStibmitta" 

By the advice of influential men in England, who thought 
that the facts, and the lamentable state of things revealed By 
this document, would provoke the repeal of our Colonial Char- 
ter by the King, the Petition was not presented. But letters 
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were written by able men, and one in particular by Dr. Avery, 
Chairman of a Committee, to the heads of the Colonial Gk>i^ 
ernment, reproving the illiberality and injustice here practiced, 
and urging the claims of the persecuted Churches. 

A radical reformation was going over the land. The old 
Standing Churches were being regenerated. Men (^osen of 
God, strong in faith and mighty in the Scriptures, though un- 
titled by colleges and conclaves of divines, were preaching the 
word, and the Spirit of God v^as with them. They were fast 
bringing the old Presbyterian (&lsely named Congregatiottil,) 
Churches up to Baptist principles. Even Dr. BushneU mj9 
that Edwards was virtually a Baptist ; that is, his views when 
carried out to their legitimate ends would make Baptists. So 
they did. And the Edwards School of Congregationalists, at 
the present day, are almost Baptists. They have only to throw 
away their infant sprinkling, borrowed from Popery, and to 
drop their loose and unlawful views of the uses of the Lord's 
Supper, and they will be with us on the clear platform of the 
New Testament 

The Separate Churches were like bodies of remonstrants. 
God raised them up for a great work. They did their work as 
well, perhaps, as imperfect mortals could. When their work 
was done their organizations passed^ away. Through their in- 
strumentality, as agents of the Great Awakening, the old Stand- 
ing Churches were regenerated and brought up upon Jiberal 
and evangelical ground. This being done, many of the Sepa- 
ratists went back to their old connections among their kindred, 
while others and the greater part ** turned Baptists," as their 
views and principles led them in this direction. In almost eve- 
ry instance where a Separate Churdi was formed, a Baptist 
Church followed. As was natural, a few Separatists were 
scattered into different denominations, and some r^nained by 
their expiring organizations. Their part being acted, they 
retired from the stage. But few Churches remained at the 
opening of the present century. Rev. Christopher Avery, a 
Separate preacher, of North Stonington, continued his meet- 
ings at Head of Mystic, as late as about 1S18, at which period 
there were^five or six Churches still remaining in the State. 
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The meeting-house of the Separate Church in Norwich was 
for a time used for a female academy taught by Dr. Morse, the 
author of Geographies itnd Gazetteers ; it was afterwards occu- 
pied for a time by the Methodists, till they ent^ed their new 
Chapel in 1834. The house was finally taken down in 1843, 
to make place for the new school house. The history of ihe 
Separate Church at Lefl&ngwell-town, vt Bozrah, within the 
original borders of Norwich, I shall refer to in a future chapter. 

In okMring my notes of the Great Awakening and the Sepa«- 
ratiflli^ I «m happy to introduce the most of a letter just re- 
eeivcd tnym my much respected teacher and friend, Wm. H. 
Potter, A. M., with whom I have corresponded in reference to 
a number of historical points, since he is skilled in these mat- 
ters: 

" Mystic RivjER, Conn., July 25, 1857. 
Rev. F. Denison : • 

Dear Bro. : * * You do well " to make special mention," 
to use your own words, " of the Separatists, who, under God, 
did a glorious work for Conn^ticut, breaking down the parti- 
tion wall, and opening the door for Baptist principles in our 
State.^' Our own historians, although the denomination has 
profited BO largely by the " patience and faith" of these saints, 
have only incidentally alluded to tiiemf The Separates, how- 
ever, have not been without able defenders, in that denomina- 
tion from which they seceded. Their religious scruples and 
sober convictions were assailed both by the Church and the 
world. The Standing Order cast them out of her pale, and 
the State denied them the protection of the laws. But, sir, 
thfey were followed in their sufferings, not only by the extirpat- 
ing arm of their mistaken oppressors ; but> to the honor oi hu- 
manity and religion, they received the sympathies and powerful 
defense of a respectable portion of their Congregational breth- 
ren, both clerical and lay. The evangelical party which recog- 
nized the hand of Gk)d in the Great Awakening, and who not 
only favOTed the preaching of Whitefield, and rejoiced in the 
" New Light Stir," but were themselves, in sentiment, New 
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Lights, though not Separates, shielded their persecuted breth- 
ren in the hour of trial, and, by their kindness and Christian 
charity, won many of them back to tht ancient Puritan fold. 
And these pious, men, thus restored to the bosom of the Churches 
from which they had reluctantly seoeded, or had been unwil- 
lingly driven, made ample returns to their bene&ctors for all 
such labors of love in giYing new life and actiyity to the tim^ 
honored faith of ihe Pilgrims, in whose sons a century of oou- 
paratiye prosperity and spiritual deaA had wrooght fone 
changes, approaching, in plain terms, to degeneracy. WiQ not 
prosperity^ power, and spiritual dedenaion combined, «lways 
pBJPidiee similar results? No people were ever better {ttCiof 
against this declensicoi ; but the Pilgrim Fathers were only hu- 
man. Their sons a centiury after were demonstrably so. But, 
casting up the account, and distributing to each party of our 
ancestors its just balance of responsibility, it is a refreshing 
privilege to recall to notice the fearless stand taken by the 
twelve Congregational clergymen assembled at Norwich, June 
23, 1743, in respect -to the Great Awakening. In defiance of 
the Resolves of the General Association and the Acts of the 
General Assembly, these learned divines record their satisfac- 
tion in ** the great and wonderful revival of religion in the sev- 
eral places to which we minister," say they, "and in divers 
others which we are acquainted with, wherein, through the 
mighty power and grace of God, great numbers of persons of 
all sorts, but especially young people, have been greatly awak- 
ened.'' 

Is it any wonder, then, that these Congregational Churches 
whose ministers breathed in such an atmosphere and cultivated 
such Br spirit, in the days of Whitefield, should have been bless- 
ed, and should be still distinguished for their spiritual activity, 
liberality and success ? Nor were they alone. Edwards, and 
Bellamy, and Davenport, and Tennant, and Pomeroy, and 
Owen, and last, though not least, Whitefield, w^re their coadju- 
tors. Nearly all of these were, in some way, made to suffer for 
their advocacy of the New Light doctrines. Some of them 

were called before Councils, and some before the Genelral As- 
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semblj. Bat llioa^ h&nased Uien bj men m Ugh pla««i^ 
how dear ie ea<^ psrtiealar name now, to all the nunti of this 
kndl 

Th« imniortal Whitefield, and the New Ughts gBneraHj, wwe 
■hat oat of the pnlpits of C<mnecticat, or consigned oror to the 
tendv mercies of tbe Baptists ; sud to eaxrj odt this jnou na> 
(Bnmendaticai, the Li^iilatore was called to their tad and jm>-' 
Meded to pass a Mlwil Mt of ejectment i^ainst *aj MCtMUt^ 
or emtfanriastiadKnaM of their own Order, wlio should "itin- '~ 
tnM' in defenM rfttMB rtirring doctrineB, into niB^boriag: J 
paridieB. The Aaavoblj eT«n repealed a formet Act Ibr thoQ 
gemi-rdief of " aober eonsdencee," under which BapdrtB had 
o^aniied their societiee ; "so that there wag now," eayaTrnm- 
boll, " no relief for snypereon dissenting frran tbe Established 
mode of worship in ConneclicDt.'' " The Legislature/' saja 
the mme hislcsian, " not only enacted these smw« and nniWM- 
edented laws, bat thej proceeded to depiire of flieir offioes, 
snch of theJQsticeB of the peace and other officers as ware New 
Lights, as the; were called, or who fiivored thrar coose." No 
calling or pursuit was exempt from the blighting influence 
which such intolerance engeudwed. It was then that the two 
CleTclands were expelled from Yale College bj the learned 
Freeident Clapp and his three derated Tutors, onlj " becaoM 
the said Clevelands, with sundrj others belonging to Canterbo- 
Tj and Plainfield, did go and attend upon a private Separate 
meeting in a private house, fbrdiyine worship; carried on prin- 
cipally by one Solomon Paine, a lay esbort^, on several Sab- 
baths ID September and October last" The yonng men, who 
were brothers, admitted the truth t^ the allegation, bat plead, 
in vain, that &ls was tbe meeting to which thmr father belong- 
ed. They would make no confession of fanlt, and paid the pot- 
ftllrf of their crime by the public degradation, which aronsed the 
indignation of many of the sons of old Yale, who felt that thtai 
Alma Mater hod hut disgraced herself, in crushing two ctouci- 
entious youth. This exhibits the temper of the times. 

The nnfortunatfl Separates were pursued into every calling, 
hunted oat of every place of trust, hauled before Clergy and 
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Church, dragged before magistrates, and suffered, without stint 
and without much complaint, countless civil and ecclesiastical 
penalties, as heretics or felons ; but oppression only confirmed 
their faith, and thrust them into a closer union with their Bap- 
tist fellow-sufferers, who, as in duty bound, joyfully espoused 
the cause and rights of the Separiettes. And why should they 
not fraternize ? The Baptists, upon whom persecution had weir 
-nigh exhausted its impotent attempts^ Mtmfo extirpate or se- 
duce, were, to be sure* regarded by the Utau^y as impractica- 
V&Ay and had been invidiously permitt«d» mder the Act of the 
Wit year of William and Mary, to organize Churches. Bu 
'^ jj ^ F ll still laboring under many legal impediments, and 
pp^udioe. Their memories, if not their backs, were i^^l 
onde^ the pungent discipline of the same hierarchy. 
'!Cbeu' preachers had been familiar with fines, forfeitures, and 
prisons, and their people with distraints, odium, amd dis&an- 
chisement. Therein, there must have been a common sympa- 
thy. Then, the soul-stirring doctrines of the New Lights were 
already the cherished doctrines of the Baptists. The same an- 
nunciation of the rich, free and sovereign grace of God, and 
the doctrines of the cross which Whitefield and Wheelock 
made on a wider field, and with so signal success, were identi- 
cal with those of Wightman and the Callenders. The Sepa- 
rates, therefore, had little to sacrifice in coming to the Baptists. 
True, they might be reproached, though without reason, with 
abandoning the glorious memories of the Pilgrims, but they 
could still claim indisputable affinity with the principles of 
Milton and Bunyan, and the early Baptists of the same common 
Puritan faith. 

Thus attracted, by a similarity of doctrines as well as dis- 
franchisements, the warm hearte4^ and impulsive Separatist 
united with tha uncompromising, - and sometimes phlegmatic 
Baptist, proving a mutual and lasting blessing, and infusing 
new life as well as numbers, into our then feeble Churches. 
Undoubtedly the cause of Christ generally, and our denomina- 
tion in particular, our enemies beifig judges, have been largely 
the gainers by this union. 
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Let US then honor the memory of the Separates, not merely 
in the cheap language of eulogy, with which, indeed, they hare 
been but ^>arii^Iy blessed ; but,, sir, by cherishing the warm 
impulses of Sfuritiial lif^ and the precious doctrines of the 
cross, which they so happily exemplified, and which they haye 
left for us, in our day, to imitate and s^d down unimpaired aa 
their contsibution towards the Millennial age. * * 

Hastily^ but fratemaJly, 

wk H. POTTER.'' 

Of the results of the Great Awakening we have not ffftu^ 
here to speak, any further than tosay that they were num^kr<iiiy 
great, glorious. One fact will indicate them : it is believed^ 
that, in New Elngland alone, which, in 1740 contained only 
about two hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants^ the work re- 
sulted in the conTersion of not less than forty thousand souk. 
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CHAPTER III. 



FACTS AND EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO THE GREAT AWAKENING. 

After the Great Awakening which resulted in the purification 
of the Standing Order and in the toleration of worship accord- 
ing to the dictates of conscience, — ^for as yet true liberty of soul 
was not guaranteed by the civil laW, — ^the Baptists began to 
multiply in the State. Churches were formed in Colchester, 
Ashford, Killingly, Farmington, Stratfield, and a few other 
places. But the Baptists were yet a people " every where 
spoken against'' in this Colcwiy. The clergy denounced them 
as ** descendants of the mad men of Munster/' propagating 
** errors of a pestilential and most dangerous kind/' ** aiming 
to subvert all the established forms of religionin the land ;" and 
the magistrates showed them no attentions or encouragements. 
It was a great offence to say that infant sprinkling had no sup- 
port from the Scriptures, but was a practice of human inven- 
tion which led to the corruption of the Christian faith, by ad- 
mitting the world into the Churches. But that was a day of 
comparative darkness, when multitudes chose to follow prece- 
dents instead ef the clear statutes of Christ. " Soul liberty" 
and the laws of the New Testament, have always been difficult 
for Eome and her offspring to comprehend. 

" So slow," says Benedict, " was the increase of the Baptists 

in this government, that in 1760, fifty-five years after Mr. Wight- 

■man erected his standard in Groton, they had only eight or. 
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nine Chnrdies wlucfa had aeqidred anr degree of permnneiicT, 
and most of diese were snaD and feeUe/' But, ^ in 1789 di^ 
nomber had inereaaed to abourt thiitj, in whidi were aboot 
twentj ministers. From this date, the denonunation began to 
inerMse mech &ster than it had tormerlT done ; so tint, in 
1795, the nomber of Chnrehes amounted to sixty ; tiie minis- 
isters were aboot forty ; and the commonicantB a little orer 
^ three thousand fire hundred. These Chordies were scattered 
in almost every township in the State/' This rapid increase 
was due, as we hare shown, from the great numbers of Sepa- 
ratists who " turned Baptists.'' It was the pn^ress of truth 
rather than the woik of ministers ; fi>r the Baptist ministers 
were less numerous than the Baptist Churches by nearly one- 
half, and were uneducated, poor, and persecuted; while Presby- 
terian ministers were numerous, educated, wealthy, and &Tored 
hy the str^igth of the ciyil power. 

I may here say a word of two distinguished Baptists that 
were bom more than one hundred years ago, in this town : — 
Isaac Backus and Thomas Baldwin. 

Isaac Backus, A. M., son of Samuel and Elizabeth Backus, 
was bom in Norwich, near Tantic Village, Jan. 9, 1724. The 
old house, with some alterations, is still standing, and is in the 
possession of Wm. W. Backus, Esq., and his two sisters, to 
whose kindness I am indebted for the use of some valuable pa- 
pers never before given to the public. Isaac's father united 
with Dr. Lord's Church in 1736, and died in 1740. Isaac's 
mother was a descendant of the &mily of Winslows. She 
united with the Church in 1720, was converted in 1721, became 
a Separatist with her son, in 1745, was imprisoned for reusing 
to pay rates, in Oct., 1752, and died Jan. 26, 1769. She was a 
noble woman, and, as we have seen, she suffered nobly for the 
truth. 

Isaac was converted in 1742, in the early part of the Great 
Awakening. He united with Uie old Congregational Church, 
but, in 1745 we find his name among the first company of Sep- 
aratists that went off from Dr. Lord's ministry. He began to 
preach in 174G. He removed to Massachusetts, where he was 
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ordained in 1749, as the pastor of a Separate Ghuhsh in the 
town of Middleborough. In 1751 he and a number of his 
Church embraced Baptist sentiments and were baptized. A 
regular Baptist Church was organized in 1756, and Mr. Backus 
was installed pastor. He espoused the cause of the suffopng 
Baptists in the Colonies with all his heart. Besides his ardu- 
ous pastoral labors, he traveled extensivelyt preaching in near- 
ly all parts of the country, and writing in defense of religious 
liberty. A biography of Mr. Backus is now being prepared by 
able men connected with the " Backus Historical Society.'' Be- 
sides writing papers for public religious bodies, and political 
conventions, he appeared before Colonial Assemblies and the 
Federal Congress, to plead for his brethren. He wrote a valu- 
able History of New England, embracing the Religious Changes 
that had occurred, with a particular account of the Baptist 
Churches, in 3 vols., which is soon to be republished. He 
wrote an Abridgement of his History with some additional 
matter, when he was eighty years old. In all, he wrote and 
published nearly forty works. • 

Mr. Backus did something towards the elucidation and 
spread of Baptist principles in Norwich, from his connection 
with the Separatists. In 1764 he wrote and published a " Let- 
ter to Mr. Lord," in reply to a controversial Tract published by 
Dr. Lord respecting Mr. Backus and his associates. Dr. Lord 
had made unkind statements about Mr. Backus and others who 
left his Church, regarding them as schismatics, and as guilty of 
the sin of Korah and his company. Mr. Backus replies to these 
charges in a style beyond his usual ability. The Letter con- 
tains nearly forty pages. 

I have seen a large number of his letters to his brother Elijah 
Backus, residing at the old homestead. In one of these letters, 
saying that, in his travels, he purposed reaching Norwich on a 
certain day, he offers to preach, if an appointment is made, ''at 
early candle-light." 

That Mr. Backus took great interest in the religious progress 
of Connecticut, is furthermore evinced by his entering the lists 
as a polemic with Rev. Joseph Fish, A. M., the minister of the 
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Xorth Coo^rc^atknAl SoeieCT in Stoningtoii, (bow Xcnk SiOD- 
iogton.; Mr. Fi*h wrote pine scnnons mgamwdicBftitgMid 
Sefonuists ; after preadung tlMiii,.he poUisiied thc^ in a book, 
in 1767. Mr. Baekns replied to the book in a woik entitled 
** A Jifih taken in his own nee'' Mr. Fish reioiBed. Mr. 
Badfais wrote a second reply. 

That we may djscorer the str^igth and t»ideDcy of the Sep- 
uale moTement in Stonington, I will quote a on^e parafv^aph 
from the Pre&ee of Mr. Fish's Bo(^ of Sennons : 

** Xot less than two-thirds of the congregation temerlr under 
* my care, haying for many years withdrawn frmn my ministrT» 
' and formed themselres into Baptist and Separate ChurdieSyOr 
' Assemblies, it must needs be Tery aflEeeting to see a eonsidera- 
' ble nomber, if not the greater {Murt, of my few remaining peo- 
' pie, both <dd and young, inadTcrtently £iiToring the Separate 
' teachers, so far as to frequent dieir meetings, and thereby |»o- 
' moting afresh the cause of Separation ; while others renouno- 
' ed their infant baptism and, too hastily, run into the water." 

Among the papers found in the old Backus homestead in this 
town, I have found one letter which, for the historical matter it 
contains, is worth preserving. Though it may seem somewhat 
out of pku;e in a work like this, yet as it refers to Connecticut 
men, and as Mr. Backus was a Norwich man, I shall venture 
to give it But before giving it, I may close my remarks upon 
Mr. Backus, by saying that he was a most earnest, industrious, 
devout and efficient minister. He left his strong mark upon the 
Baptist denomination and upon the country. He died Nov. 20, 
1806, aged eighty-two years. 

The address and historical parts of the letter read thus : 

" To Elijah Backus, Esq., 

" in Norwich, 
" pr favor of Sister Leffingwell. 

" MiDDLEBOROUGH, May 25, 1790. 
" My voyage and journey to the Southward was laborious, 
' and yet very comfortable. 1 went from home Dec. 28, 1788 ; 
' sailed from Newport Jan. 2d, and landed in Nort^ Carolina 



AND THEIR PBINCIPLIS. 47 

Jin. 10th ; and between that and May 27ti^, I travelled in that 
State and Virginia above 1200 miles and preached 117 ser- 
mons in 29 Counties. Never did I see people more earnest to 
hear the word; and our parting at a meeting of near 30 Church- 
es, was the most affecting that ever I had from any Christian 
friends in my life. 

" In Virginia the Church of England held all the power, so 
as not to allow any to preach the gospel, or to be assessors, or , 
■overseers of the poor, but communicants in their Church, or 
(those who) would bow to them. And they imprisoned Baptist 
ministers for preaching without their leave, until the war put 
a stop to it. Yet in 1786 their establishment was demolished, 
and the Church of England has very little if any more influ- 
ence in Virginia than it has in Connecticut. Before 1768 there 
were but about 5 Baptist Churches in that State,^ and now 
they have more than an hundred Churches, some of which 
have 5 or 600 members ; and they are the most esteemed by 
'^government of any denomination tiierein. The Methodists 
are the next numerous, but they appear to be losing ground 
by their extravagant attempts after power, and against the 
doctrines of sovereign grace, very contrary to what Mr. Wes- 
ley professed when witii Mr. Whitefield in College, and for 
some time after. 

" Elders Steams, Marshel and Breed, from your State, who 
settled in North Carolina about 1755, were instrumental of 
beginning a reformation which has spread as &r as Georgia 
Soutiiward, and mto Virginia Northward. The manners of a 
vast many have been happily changed for the better, and I hope 
it will more extensively prevail. 

** A revival of religion began in^ Providence College last fall, 
which has increased ever since in the* College and town, espe> 
cially the latter, which is great matt^ of thankfulness in these 
stupid times. 

** With hearty regards to yourself, wife and fiunily, and other 
* friends, hoping you will yet visit us, 

** I remain yours, &c., 

ISAAC BACKUS." 
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The second distinguished Baptist bom in Norwich was Thom- 
as Baldwin, D. D. He was born in 1753, in the part of the 
original town that is now called Bozrah. He was related to 
Dr. Lord. In early life he removed to New Hampshire where 
he joined the Baptists, iand became, at the age of thirty, an or- 
dained evangelist. For a time he preached with great success 
as an itinerant. He was finally invited to Boston, where he 
settled in 1790, as pastor of the Second Baptist Church. By 
diligent study, and unwearied labors, he rose to eminence and 
stood at the head of our denomination in New England. Dr. 
Baldwin was a strong and devoted man, honored in the Church- 
es, in the State, and throughout the country. His published 
discourses were numerous and valuable. He died in 1825 at 
the age of seventy-on© years. 

Norwich may record with just pride among her sons, such 
names as Isaac Backus and Thomas Baldwin, names that should 
not, cannot perish. -^ «• 

Miss Caulkins in her " History of Norwich,'' speaking of the 
Bq.ptists in this town, says ** the first meetings were held in 
1770." Whether these were regular or occasional meetings^ I 
cannot ascwtain. Not improbably Mr. Backus, Dr. Baldwin, 
Mr. Wightman, of Groton, and the ministers from Waterford 
and Lyme, preached occasionally at these meetings ; and so a 
preaching station was maintained here with some regularity. 

In Backus' History, Yol. ii. p. 424, in a table of Baptist min- 
isters and the towns in which they preached, with dates, I find 
the following : 

"1782. Norwich, Christopher Palmer." 

This Christopher Palmer belonged in Colchester, where he 
#as ordained. He was the father of Rev. Abel Palmer, who 
was the father of Rev. William Palmer, who was the second 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in this city, and of whom 
we shall be called to speak hereafter. 

From the changes that had now taken place in the Cdony, 
on account of the Great Awakening and the labors of the Sep- 
aratists, the Baptists enjoyed a tolerable measure of freedom, 
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but not true liberty. They were still frowned upon by the 
wealthy State-favored Pedo-baptists ; infant sprinkling and po- 
litioo-ecclesiasticism could ill endure their protests and their 
preaching. But they increased with the growth of the town. 
And here, as every where through the country, the Revolution- 
ary War effected for them a favorable impression, as it revealed 
the fact that they were singularly united, active and efficient in 
that great struggle for civil liberty. They were at the same 
time every where uncompromising advocates of " soul liberty," 
which, mainly through their instrumentality, was finally guar- 
anteed in the Constitution of the United States. Thus they 
were known by their works. And the happy impression in 
their favor was aided not a little by the emphatic tribute which 
General Washington paid, in 1789, to our denomination for their 
principles, patriotism and zeal. The first Baptist minister or- 
dained within the original town of Norwich^ of whom we shall 
PBpeak hereafter, was a famous soldier, and a member of Gen- 
ral Washington's Body Gut^rd* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



FORMATION OP THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN THE CITY OP NORWICH, 
AND NOTES OF ITS HISTORY TO 1824. 

The Baptists began to hold their regular meetings, sustained 
by their own efforts, in this city, soon after 1790. For my 
knowledge of these meetings and the leading faets of the hiaU^ 
ry of the First Church, I am somewhat indebted to a manu- 
script belonging to Deacon Dewey Bromley, (formerly an officer 
in the First Church, and now an officer in the Central Church,) 
prepared by his own hand. The first meetings were held, gene- 
raUy, at the residences of Ephraim Story and Elijah Herrick, 
on the West side of the river, that is, in West Chelsea. Many 
of these meetings, being held m the evening, were stigmatized 
by the " old lights" as " night meetings," tending only to deeds 
of darkness ; howeyeV, the old school soon adopted the order 
wiftch they had reproached. 

Mr. Herrick was a blacksmith, and was once the Deacon of a 
Congregational Church at Mohegan, and afterwards of a Sepa- 
rate Church at " Norwich Plains," the same that afterwards 
became the Leffingwell-town, or Bozrah, Baptist Church. 

Mr. Sto^ was a member of the Separate Church in Groton, 
(now Ledyan^ of which Mr. Park Allen was the minist^. 
Mr. Story's Yi^e was the sister of Elder Zadoc Parrow, and was 
a regular Baptist. 
^ These Baptists, few in number and unable to sustain a mims- 
among them, seldom had preaching. ' Thdr usual ex- 
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ercises, therefore, consisted of prayer, singing, conference and 
exhortation. Not a few of these meetings, however, were of the 
most happy and profitable character, especially as contrasted 
with the lifeless ecclesiasticism and traditional forms around 
them. Occasionally the little l>and, standing alone on the 
Scriptures, and looking immediately to Heaven for life and help, 
though without wealth, or learning, or public favor, enjoyed 
ridi spiritual communications and rejoiced in their strength. 
Npw and then they were favored with preaching from Elders 
Zadoc Darrow, of New London, Jason Lee, of Lyme, Grandal, 
of Stonington^ and Northup, of Rhode Island. As their con- 
gBegations increased they sometimes held their meetings in a 
school-house, sometimes in a rope-walk, and sometimes, in warm 
weather, in a grove, where the goodly trees were the pillars of 
ihdr sanctuaiy, and the heavens their sounding-board. 

Not far from 1797, thiey became recognized as a branch of 
Elder Wm. Northup's Church, of Kingston, Rhode Island. 
And now, when they met in the rope-walk, they sometimes ob- 
served the Lord's Supper. Thus, in a manner quite analagous to 
the primitive and Apostolic Churches, the First Baptist Church in 
the city of Norwich began its history and labors. From private 
houses to the grove, from the-grove to the rope-walk, from the 
rope-walk to the river side, they held forth the gospel in word, 
in spirit, and in deed. And many of the first members of the 
Church were, as we have noticed, self-taught Baptists, who had 
come out from a species of Judaism and a ceremonial faith. 

The progress of the Church was necessarily slow from the 
fact that, though the civil power in the State was now no long- 
er invoked against dissenters from the dominant Congregation- 
alism, nevertheless, all dissenters rested under a ban of public 
opinion and prejudice, scarcely less oppressive than the drawn 
arm of the civil power. 

It will be noticed that I still speak of the SMding Churches 

as Congregational. I thus speak in accommodation to modern 

usage, and not according to the real state of the case ; for, as 

stated in a previous chapter, Dr. Dwight, their defender and or- 

5 
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nament, calls . the Churches, that is, the majority of them, 
Presbyterian, as they are even to this day. Only a minority of 
the Churches are truly Congregational; for Consociations, in 
which most of the Churches are united, are a species of Pres- 
byteries. The Baptists have always been thorough Independ- 
ents ; and they have contended that all denominations should 
have equal liberties and privileges granted to them by the civil 
government. So, while Connecticut, which was in its form and 
spirit a Pedo-baptist State, frowned upon dissenters, and upon 
Baptists in particular, Rhode Island, which was a Baptist State 
in its origin and genius, gave equal rank and honor to all reli- 
gious professions and organizations. But after the Great Awak- 
ening and the schism in the Congregational ranks, through the 
devout and truth-loving Separatists, the Pedo-baptist powers 
wisely desisted from further appeals to civil actions aud penal- 
ties against the representatives of evangelical faith and order. 
They had learned that the sword was not successful in repre- 
senting the gospel as they themselves held it, nor in staying its 
progress as preached by Others. 

Soon after the organization of the Baptists as a branch of Mr. 
Northup's Church, and the establishment of regular worship as 
an organized body, they were blessed in their labors by the 
conversion of a man destined to become their leader. This man 
was Mr. John Sterry, a printer and book-binder, who, soon after 
he was baptized, evinced an ability and aptness in speaking and 
opening the truths of the gospel. As he was a man of sound 
senie and possessed a knowledge of men and books, which, 
husbanded by his ardent piety and his habit of thought, under 
the special direction of the Holy Spirit, qualified him to stand 
before his brethren with acceptance, he was soon looked up to 
with respect and confidence. He felt an inward call of duty to 
preach. His brethren meanwhile recognized h}s gifts, and re- 
peated to him the call of the Spirit. They insisted that he 
should lead their meetings. Some additions were now made to 
* the little band. 

The first entry upon the record books of the Church, reads as 
follows : ' 
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" At a meeting of a number of the people of God, inhabit- 
' ants of Norwich, with a 9iamber of their brethren from other 
' Towns, under the signature of Baptists, Assembled in sd Nor- 

* wich, February, 1800 : 

"1. Meeting opened by prayer. The brethren then pro- 

* ceeded to make choice of brother Sam'l West, as Moderator, 

* and brother John Sterry, Clerk. 

"2. The brethren proceeded individually to open their 
' minds respecting their situation, and their desire, if it should 
' be found, upon a further examination, that there was a Church 

* of Christ there, that they might be set apart as a body." * * 

The record of the first Council, as found on the Books of the 
Church, reads thus : 

"March 29th, 1800; Present, Brethren Zadoc Darrow, 

* Christopher Palmer, Seth Terry, William Green, Joseph Al- 
' lin." " After hearing the brethren go through in their minds, 
^ and taking into consideration their situation, it appeared evi- 

* dent that there was a Church of €)hrist there, and as such, 
' gave them their fellowship, recommending to them (agreeable 
' to their minds) to obtain dismission from the several Churches 

* with which they were in particular relation, and to form them- 

* selves into a body." * * * » ♦ ♦ 

A second Council was called which met July 12th, and pub- 
licly recognized theni as the First Baptist Church in Norwich. 

Thus standing up alone as the Representatives of New Testar 
ment order, they proceeded on the independent principles al- 
ways held by Baptists, to elect Mr. -John Sterry as their minis- 
ter, Mr. Dewey Bromley, as their deacon. 

In October following, they appointed Mr. Sterry, Mr. Brom- 
ley, and Jacob Parker, a committee te prepare digested Articles 
of Faith, and a regular form of Church Covenant for their 
adoption. At the same time they chose Mr. Joseph West^s 
their Clerk. They also voted to observe the Lord's Supper on 
tiie second Sabbath in each month, and to hold their covenant 
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meetings on the Saturdays preceding these Sabbaths. They 
further expressed, by vote, their mind to have Mr. Sterry and 
Mr. Bromley ordained. 

At a subsequent meeting in December, they adopted their 
Articles of Faith and form of Church Covenant, and resolved 
to call a Council to advise with them and to assist them in or- 
daining their minister and deacon. 

The Council met Dec. 25, 1800. It consisted " of Eld. Reuben 
Palmer and Brethren, Eld. Silas Burrows and Brethren, Eld. 
Samuel Northup, and Eld. Samuel West and Brethren." By a 
kind invitation from Rev. Walter King, pastor of the Second 
Congregational Church in the city, an invitation induced by the 
high respect entertained in the community towards Mr. Sterry 
and Mr. Bromley, the ordination services were conducted in the 
Congregational meeting-house. The following was the order of 
services : 

1. Prayer, by Rev. Reuben Palmer. 

2. Sermon, by Rev. Silas Burrows, from Acts XX. 28 : "Take 
heed therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." 

3. Prayer of Ordination, by Rev. Samuel West. 

4. Charge, by Rev. Reuben Palmer. 

5. Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. Samuel Northup. 

They were now prepared, with the opening of a new century, 
to commence their systematic walk and labors as a New Testa- 
ment Church. Still few in numbers, and weak in means, they 
nevertheless stood up with pure principles, manly confidence, 
and Christian strength. Without the aids of public fevor, 
worldly wealth, technical education, and disciplined talents, it 
was to be expected that their work would be arduous, and their 
growth slow. Moreover they had the wealmesses of men from 
which their purity of purpose and the correctness of their prin- 
ciples could not exemptthem. Meanwhile the prejudices 
and jealousies of tiie popular and wealthy Pedo-baptists added 
muoh to their burdens and embarrassments. In short, they 
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were looked upon as a company of enthusiasts and zealots, "vrho 
were indeed conscientious and honest, but yet ignorant and mis- 
taken. So they stood forth in the face of discouragements and 
opposition. And, all things considered, they held nobly to their 
p08iti(»], and wrought for their Lord and Master -with an hoii- 
orable boldness and consistency. 

In June, 1801, the Church sent a Letter and Messengers to the 
Groton Union Conference, which this year held its session with 
the Ist Church in Westerly. They were received ; and they 
maintained the connection till 1817, when that body was dis- 
solved to form the Stonington Union, and the New London Bap- 
tist, Associations. The Churches composing the Groton- Confer- 
ence, in the early part of its history, commonly practiced lax 
communion, that is, they allowed Pedo-baptists to unite with 
them in celebrating the Lord's Supper. These views of the 
Supp# were not Baptist views, but were brought into the 
Churches from the Pedo-baptist ranks, by the Separatists ; for 
most of the Churches holding these lax views were made up 
largely of these seceders from the Standing Order, where the 
niatter of communion had always been grossly perverted to so^ 
pial and politico-ecclesiastical purposes. The Churches of the 
Stpnington Association, made up of Baptists proper and less of 
Separated Presbyterians, held to strict communion from their 
beginning. -But nearly all the Churches of the Groton Confer- 
ence, at the beginning of the present century, had come to oc- 
cupy clear ground in this matter, regarding the Supper as given 
to each Church foi: purely spiritual ends, and holding that only 
such as had united vnth a Church according to the law of Christ, 
could lawfully share in this Church institution. And the First 
Church in this city, in 1805, as I am informed by Deacon Brom- 
ley, 2d, who united with the Church in this year, practiced 
strict communion. And we infer that it was organized with 
this practice ; both from this statement of Deacon Bromley, and 
also from the fact that the Church was modeled after the Rhode 
Island Churches, who had no intermixture of Pedo-baptist lax- 
^ity and semi-Romish practices among them. It is said that in 

their first meetings, Mr. Elijah Herrick, whom we have previ- 

a5 
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ously mentioned as a Separatist, was accustomed to take a part, 
and, while he fraternized with the Baptists in almost every point 
of doctrine and practice, did not agree with them in their views 
of the Supper, as might be expected from the fact that he had 
only been sprinkled. * he would sometimes «dd to his plain 
and honest words of exhortation and encouragement the follow- 
ing remark, in allusion to the Baptist views of the Supper : 
" Brethr.0n, I must tell you wherein I love you not." However, 
Mr. Herrick was now under some convictions and soon changed 
his views, as he united with the Church in Dec. 1806. It would 
seem, then, that this Church was a strict communion Church 
from the beginning. 

Shortly, private houses and even the rope-walk could not ac- 
commodate the people who desired to attend Baptist meetings. 
And, poor though they were, the Church now felt the necessity 
of having a meeting-house. To obtain one they united all their 
strength. A lot, situated on what is now called High street, 
was given to them by Mr. Hall, who had now died. The lot 
was given for a meeting-house and a school-house. In 1801-2 
they succeeded in raising, covering, and partly flooring a house. 
For want of means the work was here stayed, and yet they held 
a part of their meetings in this unfinished edifice. Meanwhile 
the spiritual house was being enlarged and strengthened. In 
October 1803, Deacon Bromley was chosen to act in the addi- 
tional capacity of Clerk. 

At this time there existed a strange and unhappy practice 
among the Congregationalist Churches in the Stato, of petition- 
ing the Legislature for Lottery Grants, by which to raise funds 
for erecting meeting-houses ; a practice of which it may be said, 
** tho voice was Jacob's voice, but the hands were the hands of 
Esau." Inconsiderately following this immoral but general 
custom, this Church made application to the General Assembly 
- for such a Grant in reference to their meeting-house. Their pe- 
tition was refused on three grounds,, namely : firsts Because the 
Baptists did not endorse the existing Ecclesiastical Laws, and 
did not coalesce with the dominant Church party in the State ; 
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second, Because the Baptists were not known in law as a De- 
nomination ; third. Because the pastor of this Church, Rev. Mr. 
Sterry, was the co-editor of a Eepublican Paper ; reasons of 
which the Baptists had just cause to be proud, but which re- 
vealed the policy and the spirit of the Pedo-baptist powers of 
that day. Thus, fortunately for their history, this Church was 
prevented from building their house with untempered mortar. 
And it is to be regretted that they ever thou^t of doing evil 
that good might come ; but the attempt shows how the public 
mind may be blinded and vitiated by a popular custom or a 
current religious practice. 

To finish their house, the Church now resolved to raise funds 
by a permanent sale of the seats ; and to carry this into effect 
they appointed as a committee Dea. Dewey Bromley, and Mr. 
Jedediah Willet The work went slowly forward and was 
nearly completed, when, in 1807, the Church was called to 
mourn the death of their beloved and faithful Deacon, a man 
who had served them devotedly and efficiently from their origin, 
and had truly ** purchased to himself a good degree and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.'' Known as he 
was widely in the town and in the country around, for he had 
resided in Preston as well as in Norwich, he was widely lament- 
ed by the community as well as by his brethren in the Church. 
And the Church cannot well over-estimate tiieir indebtedness to 
Mr, Bromley. By his constant attendance, consistent life, wise 
counsels, large contributions, prudent plans, and pious exhorta- 
tions, he made a good and abiding impression upon the whole 
body. He left a legacy of priceless examples and virtues to his 
children, and to the communUy. His name is recorded with 
honor. 

The offices made vacant by this death were filled by the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Benjamin Ames as Clerk, and Mr. Joshua 
Pendleton, (late of R. I.,) as deacon. The Church steadily la- 
bored on, now and then receiving an accession, till the Summer 
of 1811, when they were blessed with a cheering revival, during 
which thirty were added to them by baptism. Many more 
were converted through their instrumentality, but, as has often 
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been the case, diey chose to join the Churches that were more 
popular and wealthy, under the influences of which they had 
been educated. 

In August of this year, the Church elected two deacons, Mr. 
Dewey Bromley, son of their former deacon, and Mr. Solomon 
Story. At the same time Mr. Samuel Charlton was chosen 
Clerk. 

In this same year, Mr. Eleazer Hatch, not a member of any 
Church, but a friend to the Baptists on account ci their Repub- 
lican principles, died, and left the whole of his property, after 
his widow's decease, with the exception of a l^acy of $500, to 
this Church, with the condition that only the interest was to be 
used, and that in supporting a minister who should preach in 
West Chelsea. The property thus realized is Talued at from 
$3,000 to $4,000. 

Deacon Pendleton, on account of his age and the distance of 
bis residence, in Preston, from the meeting-house, resigned his 
office, Sept. 12, 1812. On the 19th of the same month Dea. 
Solomon Story resigned for similar reasons, and Mr. Stephen 
Benjamin was chosen in his place.- 

In Nov. 1813, Mr. Thomas Potter was chosen Clerk. Under 
the judicious, unostentatious, but effective ministry of Mr. Ster- 
ry, the Church steadily advanced, strengthened by the growth 
of its members, and now and then cheered by the reception of 
converts. Unlike the other Churches around it, this Church 
had no hereditary hold upon the community, but had to depend 
upon the native strength of its principles, and to struggle 
against old precedents and deep rooted opinions in the commu- 
nity. The small band suffered not a little reproach, especially 
on account of their views of Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; 
but they bore opposition calmly, and not without some inward 
joy and consolation, knowing that the truth would be finally 
vindicated. And the candle-stick might indeed have appeared 
to tiie world to have a' rude and unpolished exterior ; neverthe- 
less it was of golden material, and the light was of heavenly 
origin ; and what was despised of men was esteemed of God, 
who looketh not upon what is outward but upon the heart. The 
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piety of the little company was as unaffected as it was unadorn- 
ed ; and if it was unattended with educated ceremony and so- 
cial precedents in the community, it was single, sincere, and re- 
freshing. The greatest excellencies of our fathers consisted not 
in the polish of their manners, the perfection of their addresses, 
and the esthetic elegance of their forms of worship, but in the 
solidity of their manners, the soundness of their speech, the 
purity of their principles, the honesty of their motives, ahd the 
earnestness of their devotions. They were stalwart pioneers in 
a new cause, and not the effeminate rear guard of An old, de- 
caying ecclesiastical party. They were fit dwellers apd work- 
ers in rough, and rugged New England, while the land was yet 
in its transition state from a wilderness to a garden. 

In September, 1816, the Church elected Mr. Isaac Story as 
Deacon. In June, 1817, they chose Mr. John Sterry, Jr., to 
fill the office of Clerk. And the Clerkship again becoming va- 
cant, they chose Mr. Isaac Bromley, to fill it, in October, 1820, 

In 1817 the Church united with the New London Baptist 
Association ; the following was the letter sent : 

" The baptized Church of Christ, in Norwich, under the Pasto- 

* ral Care of John Sterry, Eld., To the Convention of Elders 

* and Brethren fix)m the several baptized Churches to meet at 
' Waterford, the 21st instant, sendeth Christian salutation. 

**^Dear Brethren : 
" With pleasure we embrace this opportunity to inform you 

* respecting the work of Grace among us. 

" In the year 1800 it pleased the Lord to collect and unite, 

* from a broken and scattered situation, a few Brethren and 

* Sisters, to the number of about twenty, who were constituted 

* into a Church in fellowship with the Groton Union Conference. 

* On the 25 th December following, our beloved Elder was or- 
' dained and took the pastoral charge of the Church. Since that 

* time it has pleased the Lord to visit us repeatedly with refresh- 

* ing showers of divine grace, and many souls have been brought 
' into the kingdom of Christ, and added to the Church. From 

* the time of the Constitution of the Church to the present, therQ 
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' haye been added nearly two hundred parsons. For about two 
' years past we have been blessed with a continual but gradual 
' increase of numbers. Almost every communion season has 
' manifested some further displays of sover^gn grace in theen- 
' largement of the Redeemer's Kingdom. 

** It is our wish to unite with the associated body of Churches 
' that are one in principles and practice ; as we believe that 
' much benefit will arise firom an acquaintance with each other, 
' both in doctrine and practice. 

'*We have appointed our beloved pastor. Deacons Isaac 
' Story and Dewey Bromley, with brethren Thomas Wheeler and 

* John Sterry, Jr., to sit in connection with you, 

** There have been added to the Church the year past, 18, 
' dismissed 1, excluded 1, died 1 ; present number, 129. 
" By order of the Church, 

JOHN STERRY, Eld.'^ 
* Norwich, Oct 16tii, 1817." 

According to the subjoined extract firom their records, it ap- 
pears that Elder Sterry occasicmally preached in Preston : 

" Oct. 1, 1818. 
" Voted : That Elder Sterry have liberty to preach to the 

* Church at Preston City, once a month." ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The peaceful days of perfect religious liberty had now come 
throughout the country. And that liberty was constitutionally 
established in Connecticut by the adoption o^our new Consti- 
tution, in lieu of the old Charter and its religio-political l^ws, in 
the year 1818. The Article on religious liberty, in this Consti- 
tution, was drawn up by the pen of a Baptist, Rev. Asahel 
Morse, then the pastor of a Baptist Church in Suffield, who was 
a Delegate to the Convention that drafted the Constitution. 
The leading Baptist brethren in Norwich, as indeed in eveiy 
part of the State, took a lively interest in, and made special ef- 
forts to secure the free and equal principles of this new Consti- 
tution. The Stonington Union Association addressed a Petition 
to the Convention. Judge Lanman, of this city, before going 
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on to the Convention, inquired of one of the deacons of this 
Churchy Mr. Dewey Bromley, " What do the Baptists want in 
the new Constitution V Deacon Bromley replied : " We want 
to have religion stand alone, on its own divine basis, where God 
has placed it ; and we want all religious denominations to have 
secured to them equal rights and privileges." And such has 
been the doctrine of Baptists from the beginning. And this 
doctrine has now triumphed through all. the land. 

A pleasant season of revival was again enjoyed by this 
Church in 1819, and Mr. Sterry baptized fifteen persons. 

For more than twenty years the Church had now enjoyed and 
been greatly blessed in the labors of their pastor, who, amid 
many discouragements, and in the practice of many self-deni- 
als, with constancy and faithfulness, had gone in and out be- 
fore them, guiding them by his counsels and distributing to 
them the word of life. During the last three years of his life, 
we are sorry to add, he passed through some sore and unneces- 
sary troubles of mind. It is said that, with the changes and 
progress of the community, the Church and congregation be- 
came ambitious for a more youthful and modern preachw. A 
voluntary committee wrote to Mr. Sterry and suggested the pro- 
priety of his resignation, urging the consideration of his age, 
and the wishes of a part of the Church and congregation. Un- 
doubtedly the step was hasty, especially as Mr. Sterry had 
served the Church with great singleness and self-sacrifice ; but 
the step, we suppose, was well meant. Unhappily, Mr. Sterry 
imagined that this committee were the mouth piece of his ene- 
mies, and of a secretly formed heretical party in the Church, 
who wished to remove him from the pulpit that they might de- 
stroy his flock. He therefore manfully rejected the suggestion. 
His friends warmly espoused his cause. No explanations were 
satisferCtory ; and the Church was really divided into two par-, 
ties, and thrown into troubles from which they did not escape 
for a number of years. In his last years Eld. Sterry did not 
receive the attention and honor he deserved. 

But the good man and devoted minister was called to his 
rest on the 5th of November, 1823, in the fi%-seveAth year ef 
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his age, and after a ministry of twenty-three years. At his fu- 
neral, Rev. Wm. Pahner preached from Matt. xxv. 21: "His 
Lord said unto him, * Well done, good and fikithfiil s^rant ; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things ; I will make thee 
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' " 

And here I feel that it is fitting to mention a few things in 
particular in respect to Mr. Sterry, especially since there ex- 
ists no written memorial of him, to my knowledge. I will first 
present a letter received from my friend, William H. Potter, A. 
M., deacon of the Second Baptist Church in Groton, to whom I 
am already indebted, and then I will add the few &ct8 I have 
been able to collect, regretting that no more has been preserved 
of the good and faithful man. 

" Mystic River, Conn., July 23, 1857. 
Rev. F. Denison : 

Dear Bro.: At your request I most cheerfully communicate 
all the information in my possession, respecting Eld. John iSte^- 
ry. This information, as you will perceive, is gleaned from a 
few scattering Minutes of the old Groton Union Conference, 
which have fallen in my way, and have been cherished with a 
filial regard. 

The Conference of 1800 was held June 18th and 19th, at Fort 
Hill, Groton. In the Minutes Eld. John Sterry appears: 

(1) In a Committee to examine the corresponding letter pre- 
pared by Eld. Asa Wilcox, of Lyme. 

(2) He was appointed a colleague of Eld. Silas Burrows^ in 
bearing the friendly salutations of the Conference to her elder 
sister, the Stonington Association. 

The next Minutes of the Conference before us belong to 1805, 
when the body convened with Eld. Lee's Church, in Lyme, and re- 
ported 41 additions, with a total of 2,207 communicants, dis- 
tributed among 18 Churches, which were supplied by 12 
ordained ministers. The Norwich Church sent, up Eld. John 
Sterry pastor, and Brethren Dewey Bromley and John Cligg, 
as messengers. 
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ElcL Sterry 'v^as prominent during this session. 

(1) He is a conunittee ^* to examine the circular and corres- 
ponding letters.'' 

(2) " To examine and exfaibi^iii writing the present standing 
of Rev. Elliot Look, late pastor fff the South Kingston (B. I.) 
Baptist Church — ^the leport to go into the Minutes." 

That committee reported, recommending '*a wiUidrawal of 
the fellowship of this body from Eld. Lock ;" basing their ac- 
tion upon the doings of a council which had placed him under 
censure. 

(3) ** To superintend the printing of the Minutes." The 
same were, that year, printed at Norwich, by Sterry & Porter. 
—Norwich Church reports: added, 16. Total, 78. The 
Conference of this year adjourned to meet with Eld. Ster- 
ry's people, at Norwich, the third Wednesday and Thurs- 
day of June, A. D. 1806 ; and doubtless there they met, but, 
unfortunately, we have before us no copy of the Minutes fol- 
lowing, until 1810. This year the Groton Union Conference 
met with the Church at Westerly, and report : additions 126, 
total communicants, 2,022. The Norwich Church sends up, as 
messengers. Eld. John Sterry, pastor. Brethren Joshua Pendle- 
ton, Solomon 8tory, and Benjamin Aimes. Eld. Sterry ap- 
pears: * 

(1) As a committee to carry fraternal greetings to the 
Stonington Association. 

(2) On a committee " to confer with' Bro. Daniel Hix, of 
Dartmouth, Mass., on his standing." That committee report 
unfEivorably, and recommend, '^ if sd Hix does not forthwith 
renounce his disofderly walk, to withdraw the hand of fel- 
lowship." The Norwich Church, for that' year, shows 7 
added, total 94. 

We now, reluctantly, overleap several eventful years, and 
examine the Minutes of the Qrotto Union Conference of 1816, 
which convened with the Church at East Greenwich, R. I. Of 
this body. Eld. Gustavus F. Davis, pastor of the Church in 
Preston, was the Clerk. Added to the Churches during the 
year, by baptism, 130. Norwich Church sent as Messengers, 
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Ell Joim Sterrj, |iastor, Riefeoi GhuicB Boven and ThfloiM 
Potter. Added,13,&d,2;MdlU7. SU. 

(1) OntheeoBniiitteeto^ 
kttien. 

(2) On a e oiuinitl ee wMk WUmm Btiu»i» Ham and 
otfaen, to eonfer with Hie Wtmimgjtam MmmAtdStm vpan "'tibe 
p iopr i ety and manner of dhrjdaigttel i ia AiMOfi ili ni i B, fcrmn- 
tnai eonreoienee/' 

(3) To write the CSrcnlar Letter f<v 1817. 

Jane 18th and 19th, 1817, Gioton Union Conference ifeet at 
'' Wiekford Baptist meeting-hooeet,'' with the Church of North 
Kingston, B. I. Eld. G. F. Dmii ddirered the introductory 
eermon, Pe. Ixriii. 18. Eld. Baaefiet was {nresent. 45 addi- 
tions reported. 

Eld. Sterry, in his drcnlar lettar, in speaking of tiie harmo- 
ny of the Christian system, singes out the expresaon, '* one 
faith'' and shows why it is called " one." 

^^ I. It is ' one' in its nature. Faith in every age is of di- 
' vine origin. It is styled ' &ith of the operation of God.' Of 

* it Christ is said to be ' the author and finisher/ It k p^col- 
' iarly the ' gift of God/ and is wrought in the hmf^ tg: the en* 

* ergetic influence of the Holy Ghost, so that wHhtltt heart the 
' sulgect is enabled to believe unto righteooanesa. 

" II. It is ' one' in its object. Jesus, the predoos Lamb of 
' Qod is the only oljebft of genuine faith. He v^as embraced as 
^ an object of faith at an early period of time. ' Abraham saw 

* his day and rejoiced' in the prospect Jaoob said, while lean- 

* ing upon his ttad!^ ' I have waited for tl^ aalTalion, O Lord.' 
' This object was embraced by true belieflMniv' under the cere- 
' monial laws. All the bleeding victims, whose blood st&ined 
' the Jewish altars, adumbrated tiie propitiatory sacrifice of him 

* whose ' blood has been shed fiv the remission of sins.' Ac- 

* ceptable worshippers, like Abel, looked forward to that event, 

* in firm belief that in the * fulness of time' it would transpire. 

* This object was embraced in the days of the prophets. They 
' spoke of the glorious Messiah in expressive terms. Their re- 
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port aod their predictioiu were beliered b; the saints of tbst 
age. This object wu emtasMd in the dajs of John, the h&r- 
biogv of Christ Ue <.-nme ' that all iiit'n through him might 
*')MlieT* on bin that wr.s to come after him.' that is, on Jean* ' 
Christ White (afriat ixsib upon the earth he was emhraocA 
ae the otjeet of itlfti The womnn irhu had been laboriitg 
under aa iafirmify mn_T years, pre9.<icd through the crowd, 
with a view to * touoh die hem of his garment,' ' and was 
made whole.' Others believed in him and were healed. The 
same oly'ect is now embraced hy Christians of every dentHnina- 
tion, in every part of the globe. Those saints who existed pre- 
vious to hia incarnation, looked forward to a Savior then to 
come, 'and all died inthelMth;' we look to a Savior who has 
made his appearance, and'b&s nctually accomplished the work 
of redemption. ' Slessed are those tliat have not seen' (with 
their natural ejea,) ' and yet have believed.' 

" III. It is ' one' in its eSecta. These are exceedingly nu- 
merous. - It puriSea the heart, creates ineffable joj and peace, 
gives the victory over the world, death, and hell ; and b al- 
ways ptoductiva of good fruits. Time would fiiil to give a 
rfidl detail ot Uiose wondrous exploits which have been per- 
{boned ti(-0nn4rcise of thia powerful grace. See Heb. si. 
.There hMi^Mii&inmilarity of effects in every ago. 
*' DearSMAKB, we now exhort you, above all, to ' take the 
shield of fcith wherewith you shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the enemy.' In the ezor^e of faith, you MS, 
like Moses, when on Nebo's aummit, ^IMW'the promised laoijt' 
Winged'with faitli, you can soar aloft to the abodes of blessed- 
ness, and enjoy « |ich antepast of that fetioitj which is re- 
sor\-ed in Hea*»fi» you. ' Without faitttjapcaanot' (in any 
of your perfondftncee,) ' please God.' 0, tftea pray for an in- 
crease of it, and you will eventually receive its end, ' evai the 
salvodon of your souls.' Ameft" 
* * * I thought that this oiMMilar letter was a pleasant 
specimen of those strong acripturists and &ithful servants of 
Ood, who moulded the age in which they lived. They laid the 
foundation^and put up the first story of that order which we, as 
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a denomination enjoy. Yes, they (such as the writer of that 

circular letter,) wrested from an unwilling age, the glorious 

J^QOn of religious liberty, and sent it bounding, like a thing of 

> ifi j iS »oi ' t ality , down to tiidr post^ky, never more, we trust, to be 

'^'^PlIS till the last trumpet shalf summon its authors from their 

fU»8ping dust, to witness its triumphs in* a world redeemed to 

Ohnst. 

I suppose these old circulars are a pretty fair sample of their 
authors' sermonising — if so, I believe this will interest you, as 
a specimen of Sterry. ****** 

Yours, truly, 

WM. H. POTTER/' 

Rev. John Sterry was a man somewhat above the ordinary 
stature ; being six feet in height, well formed, erect in bearing, 
and of a strong and pleasant countenance. His mental organi- 
zation was kindred to his physical, marked with strength, so- 
lidity and proportion. He resided in the old town, in the house 
now occupied by Mr. Luther Case. His wife's family name 
was Bromley. He left six sons and four daughters. H^ car- 
ried on printing and book-binding for some years after he began 
to preach. He invented the art of marbling papAr, which has 
since been carried to such perfection, and been so widely prac- 
ticed. In politics he was a sound republican ; and, with his 
brother, Consider St6fry, he was for a time the editor of a pa- 
per called ** The True Republican.'' He was acquainted with 
books, but had not a technical education. As a speaker he was 
easy and firm. His voice was strong and commanding. His 
preaching was plain, sound, and forcible. - He was withal a 
good singer, and acquainted with the rules of music. During 
his ministry he received to the Church one hundred and seven- 
ty-seven by baptism, and ten%y letter. He excelled as a coun- 
sdlc^. He always presided with propriety and dignity. He 
was twice chosen Moderator of the New London Baptist Asso- 
ciation, during the six years of his connection with it ; once he 
preached the sermon, once he wrote the circular letter, and 
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twice he wrote the corresponding letter. But, like the majority 
of our fathers, unaccustomed to write, he did his work with the 
strength of the day, and left no extensive written memorials 
for other generations. He was a good man and true, amiable 
but 'firm in temperament, honest, laborious, discreet, derotedk 
glorying only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. For t3ie 
age in which he lived he was a workman that needed not to be 
ashamed ; and his record was in the hearts of his generation, 
and in the books kept on high. His remains were buried in 
the Town Plot Cemetery, where 

<' The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep. 

No &rther seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 

(There they alike in trembling hope repose,) 
The bosom of his Father and hjs God." 

a6 



68 



NinqMl flli^THS BAPTISTS, 

• ■ » * _ 



CHAPTER V. 



NOTES OF THE CHURCH AT "NORWICH PLAINS," OR BOZRAH. 



It is jmper that we should here torn back to notice the " Nor- 
wich Plains" Church, now the Bozrah Baptist Church, since it 
was within the limits of the original town, and its early history 
has never been written. 

This body was at first a Congregational Church, then called 
West Society, and was organized in 1733, under the name of 
New Concord. Tkeir first regular minister. Rev. Benjamin 
Throop, was seifled Jan. 3, 1738. When Mr. Parsons visited 
this Chuxeh snd preached, in 1741, the congregation was very 
deeply affected ; " a great number were in tears, and some cried 
out ; some fainted aw»y, and one or two raged." The body, 
in great part, soon embraced the principles «C tiie Separatists. 
Of their history as Separatists, we have litlie^bMwledge, since 
their records have all perished. 

Dea. Elijah Herrick, who was known to be a Separatist, was, 
for a time, a deacon in this Church. He was first connected 
with the Mohegan Church, made up largely of Indians, and of 
which the celebrated Sampson Occum was, for a time, the minis- 
ter. Rev. Mr. Occum was succeeded in the pastorate by John 
Cooper. When Mr. Herrick wished to leave this Church and 
unite at the " Plaina," and the Plains Church united in the re- 
quest made to the liohegan Chuich, l|r. Cooper at first hedtat- 
ed to comply, but finally remarked, " We will lend him to you ; 
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and, if you don't use him well, we will take him back." Mr. 
Serrick finally became a Baptist, and united with the First 
Baptist Church in this city, in Deoembar, 1806.^ 

These Separatists, in the natural order of ii|M|g|^ ibllowing 
out their principles to their legitimate results, bflMHift^ssential- 
ly Baptists, and finally took on the name. 

For the further history of this Church, I am glad to allow 
my special friend, Dea. Potter, to apeak, in a letter which I so- 
licited from his hand. I will only idd that the Church, under 
Rev. Mr. Rogers, in 1798, enjoyed a very precious and power- 
ful revival. 

And I will- here add wlLat should have been mentioned in a 
previous Chapter, that a Separate Church was organized in 
Newent Society, now Lisbon, in 1750. Mr. Jeremii^ TJracy, 
one of the seceders from Rev. Mr. Kirtland's Chnm,* became 
their minister. It appears, then, that there were even ^r Sep- 
arate Churches formed within the original town of Norwich. 

" Mystic River, Conn., July 31, 1857. 
Rev. F. Denison : 

Dear Sir: Tour saying ''I shall. k«||^^^|i^itoetion of my 
' Notes' respecting the Bozrah Chonliy opea iSJk- 1 hear from 
you," has determined me to gather up ai^d send you the few 
scraps of its history which happoied toAU vk, my way, while 
writing, some Hue since, a sketch of &e d^ident Waterford 
Church — ^thfkflABt^ourishing ** eldest sister" in your Associa- 
tion., V'V- 

It appears that the Bozrah Chuich was at first a branch of 
Bid. Zadoc Darrow's Church. The first entry in the Waterford 
Church records, concerning the Norwich Plains people, is as fol- 
lows : 

* I may here rectify a inli|>>)» iliafc crept ini^-'aie preoeding Chapter, the 
proof sheets of which I «oi!nMle$ ^om memory, on ft sick bed. 

On page j|6, last line, tot B^|b H«|rick,^ read, %||Kaim Story. And on 
page 66 omit eighth and nhiHi tmf tt^Um fiurt tligili|lii(% iaz^^ to Mr. 
H., is not relevant in coimeotion wllilfhe ancodiJbAw* S^ •nd is more 
appropriate here. 
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" December 13th, A. D. 1788. 
*' In answer to a request from a nnmber of Christians at 

* Norwich Plains, this Church agreed*- to send Eld. Zadoc Dar- 

* row and five others, to meet with them on Saturday next, and 

* read our Church Articles, Principles, and Corenant." 

The Clerk of the Church records the doings of that meeting 
under the marginal title of, 

"first (Council of Norwich plains." 

" December 21, A. D. 1788. 
" We met by appointment at Nonrkli Plains, namely : Eld. 

* Zadoc Darrow, Dea. Lemuel Darrow, and Jethro Beebe. 

" After prayer and praise, the Articles, Principles, and Cove- 

* nant of iMs Church were read to their satis&ction ; and the 

* following persons entered into covenant to maintain Christian 

* travel, and put themselves under the watch-care and protection 

* of this Church, until there may be a sufficient number gath- 

* ered and united, to be constituted a separate Church, for which 

* they wait, viz : 

" James 2Ioble, Jonathan Leffingwell, 

Elijah Noble, Priscilla Lefl&ngwell, 

Sybil Noble, Wealthy Leffingwell, 

Olive Noble, Phebe Leffingwell, 

Mary Lathrop, Hannah Leffingwell. 
Frances Verginson, 

" At the same time, Martha Peck and Mary Barker gave a 

* satisfying declaration of their experience, and were received. 
' They defer their baptism until an opportunity presents. They 
*then proceed to show their minds relative to Brother Peter 
' Rogers' being called to take the charge of them, he being a 

* member of Elder Amos Crandall's Church, at Stonington. It 
' appears Brother Rogers has been instrumental in the work of 
' reformation, and upon him, therefinre, their expectations rest, 
' as a leader and pastor. He likewise shows his mind thereunto 
' with satisfaction.'' 
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" SECOND COUNCIL AT NORWICH PLAINS." 

« 

" September 9, A. D. 1789. 
" This Church having received a letter requesting us to send 

* its Elder and faithful brethren to meet with them, and sit in 

* Council at Norwich Plains for the purpose of ordaining Bro. 
•Peter Rogers, have appointed Elder Zadoc Barrow, Dea. Ebe- 

* nezer Rogers, Brethren Jethro Beebe, Thomas f^anwaring 
' and Elisha Steward to attend the Council. Council met ac- 
' cording to appointment, consisting of 

" Eld^^ason Lee, ani;I^iwfiiren, of Lyme, 
** Eld!^adoc Darrow, *nd brethren. New London, 
" Eld. William Hill, and brethren, Saybrook, 
" Eld. John Crozier, and brethren. 

" After prayer and praise, the Council made choice of Eld. 

* "William Hill, Moderator, and Brother Peter Kelsey, Clerk. 

" 1. The Moderator inquired after the minds and standing 
*-of the brethren convened. 

*^ After shomng their minds, as to the qualification and cre- 
*dentials of its members,^ the Council proceeded to recognize 
' the Branch as a Church: 

" 2. Voted, that there is a Church here. 

" 3. The minds of the Church were then sought and freely 

* given as to * whether Brother Peter Rogers, in the judgement 

* of the brethren, was called to take the charge and watch-care 
' of an Elder over them.' They ancirered, that to theiil% he was, 
'4MQu| that the time had come. 

^p" '':-?*4. The Moderator then proceeied to call upon Brother 

* Peter Rogers to show the lead of his mind, respecting his be- 

* ing called to the patoral charge of that people, but he was 

* not able to give satisfaction to the whole Council, lAiich occa- 

* sioned some debate and labor. 

" 5. Voted, that the time for ordaining Brother Peter Rog- 

* era had not come." 



72 



NOTES OF THE BATTUH^g 



^CALL rOK A THIRD COUNCIL AT NOKWICH PLAINS." 

"February 13, A. D. 1790. 
" This Church having received a request from the Church at 

* Norwich Plains, desiring us to send faithful brethren to at- 

* tend another Counoil for ordination, to meet with said Church 

* on the 3d XhnndBy, inst., at nine o'clock in the morning : 

" Voted, to appoint Deacons Ebenezer Rogers, and Lemuel 

* Darrow, to attend said CounciL" 

The doings of this third Council do not aj^ear on the Church 
Records, but there is evidence that the Council met aeoording 
to the summons, and voted, unanimously, in &vor of Jir. Rog- 
ers' ordination, and proceeded to set him apart to tto mnrk of 
the ministry, as Pastor of the Bozrah Church. The Jane fol- 
lowing, the Church took her place in the Groton Union Confer- 
ence. 

From this brief chronicle of the doiDgs of these Councils, 
which I have given nearly in the language of the old Wat^r- 
ford Records, we are made acquainted with the simple order 
and fidelity of such bodies, seventy years ago. There is an ad"- 
ditional interest given them, from their being probably the first 
Baptist Ecclesiastical Councils held within the limits of Nor- 
wich. 

The minutes of the Groton Union Conference which assem- 
bled at the meeting-house of Eld. Isaiah Wilcox, in Westerly, R. 
I., June A. D. 1791, exhibit the Bozrah Church, in the follow- 
ing table of statistics, viz : 

Bld« Jason Lee's Churoh, Lyme, Numbered* 238 • 

Sid. Silas Burrows' Church, Groton, 

Eld. Zadoc Darrow's Church, New London, 

Eld. Isaiah Wilcox's Church, Westerly 

Westerly and Stonington Church, 

Eld. Jaflob Ilix's Church, Rehoboth, 

Eld. Daniel Ilix's Church, Dartmouth, 

Eld. Wm. Nofthup's Church, No. Kingston, 

Preston and Canterbury Church, 

Eld. John Sheldon's Church, 




.\. 
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Eld. Philip Jenkim* Chnrch, E. Greenwich, KoiftJiJl^ 79 

Eld. Peter Sogera' Chnixsh, Bozrah « -./"" — 

New Bedford ChnMh, " " ' Kl 

Bid. Thomas Dodge's Church, Blo^ lOmi, " 29 

Total .- J,444 

' Uuforttuutely the uumber of the Botfjifc Ckonh is left 
tdonk ; but it would not probnblj have swelled ih»;«ggregate 
men tb*n twenty or tbir^. The New Bedford Ohnrdi was the 
oidj Dpe not lepreeented ; while the Westerly and Stonington 
Ohmdk, *bA the East Greenwich Cburcb, were admitted daring 
thrtM^pe. From the above table it appears that the Qroton 
. pBttOQ tliMftr ance, at that tim^ nmnbered fourteen Churches, 
«nd elwMi pastors. Fourteen jears after, when probably in its 
moat flouiiahiug state, we fiad it embracing eighteen Churches, 
with an t^gn^te memberaliip of two thousand two hundred 
and fifty. 

But to return to imt Bocrali Intaeet. Hy own infbrmatioii 
concerning its fiirtber history is isdirect Eld. Kogers oontin- 
ned their pastor about fbw yeftrs, when he became the pastor 
of the Baptist Church ialtenptoii, and his name so appears 
in the Minutes of the Sltnfc^ton Association. He was suo- 
oeeded, iu Bozrah, by Samuel West, who was ordtuned their 
pastor previous to 1799. I am not able to fix the exact dat«. 
Eld. West remained with them till near the close of the year 
1802, when he received an nrgent call from the mother Church, 
to fistiiat Eld. Zadoc Darrow, whose health had baoomo impair- 
ed by age. IIo iiccepted the call, and tn Janmstj IML Inings 
his letter. Tlie event is thos reewdsd^ "" 

" Eld. Stimuol West, a memlwt «if the Baptist Ofanrcli in 
' Boztab, liringH forward a letter ftaim fiiat Church, and is re- 
' coved with ngrtie^ble satisfiiction," 

Hla wife Jerusha, was, about the same time, recced by let- 
ter from the Baptist Church in Preston. 

It was during Eld. West's pastorate at Bozrah that the 
Church attempted the ereolfoa of a meeting-honse, which was 
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left for s long time unfinished. The Church probably contin- 
ued to -languish, and lost their visibility. Just before Eld. 
Reuben Palmer's death, which occurred in 1822, a revival was 
enjoyed, and a branch of his Church vras there organized, 
which was, from time to time visited by Eld. Reuben Palmer, 
Jr. Their present organization, I perceive, dates from Aug. 9, 
1831. It is evid^t, however, that the seed sown by Elders 
Darrow, Rogers, and West, though buried long, was not lost 

In reviewing the history of Eld. Peter Rogers, it may seein 
strange that our fathers, who were reputed to be not over nice 
in respect to clerical qualifications, should have acted with 8o 
much caution. They literally obeyed the prudent dMinsel of 
Paul, *' Lay hands suddenly on no man.'' They believed that 
'* no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron ;" and however learned, fluent, or self- 
confident a man might be, he must first- be regenerated, and 
then evidently called of God to this work, before they would 
even canvass his talents, or dare to lay upon him the hands of 
the Presbytery. So many pulpits were filled, in their day, by 
men of solid learning, who made no pretensions to an acquaint- 
ance with experimental religion, tho^ it should cause no wonder 
that their first inquiry was as to the work of God on a man's 
soul. And we trust the time may never come when that inqui- 
ry shall be deemed of secondary importance. But when con- 
vinced of a candidate's conversion, and soundness in doctrine, 
his qualifications were &eely discussed, and a candid, faithful 
decision given, as in the case of Mr. Rogers. He had been an 
ardent asd somewhat distinguished soldier during the Revolu- 
tionary struggle, and had won the particular notice of General 
Washington, who had rewarded him with a place in hil 
Guard. The story of his patriotic and honorable servi( 
been published to the world, and it rendered him a man of 
mark to his dying day. But he appeared to be little else than 
a soldier. His features were hard and weather-worn ; his man- 
ners, when out of his element, upon the tented field, almost re- 
pulsive ; and his gift as a speaker was reputed to vie wiijb the 
graces of his person. Though at first refused ordination, for 
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fcMtf hb had mitteken his calling, he was bid labor <m in the 
vinerfard of his master, and bide his time. Qod blessed his la- 
bors; and vrhAt were men that they could withstand God? 
Thus was ordained, probably, the first setdedminister of our or- 
der within your ancient limits. The subsequent life and labors 
of Eld. Rogers fully proved him to be a man of Qod, and justi- 
fied his ordination as a minister. 

While laboring with the Norwich Plains Church, he lost his 
wife, and was left with fiye children. He was* recommended to 
Miss Abby Barrow, daughter of Eld. Zadoc Darrow, then about 
eighteen years old, whom, with the powerful aid of both her 
pareati^ he with difficulty won for his second wife. I cannot 
pass I3i!s by without notice, because it comes from a living wit- 
ness, intimate with the bride— one who deeply sympathized with 
her companion in wedding a clergyman whose age, whose fond- 
ly of infants, and whose inventory of personal attractions 
were so uninviting. The same living witness describes Eld. 
Bogers' preaching as solid and instructive, and as ever leaving 
the impression of the speaker's sincerity and plainness, rather 
than brilliancy, fie was for seven years pastor of the Killing- 
ly Church, and subsequently of the ancient Leicester Church, 
in the Sturbridge Association. I think he spent the last years 
of his useful life in Illinois, where he died at a very advanced 
age, , ' 

Eld. Samuel West, who, as we have seen, was also a child of 
the Norwich Plains Church, has been to some extent noticed 
in the published histories of the first Waterford, first New Lon- 
don, and Old Saybrook Churches. Bom in the memorable year 
of the Declaration of Independence, reared a Seventh Day Bap- 
tist, powerfiilly convicted and hopefully converted at an early 
age, after some delay uniting with the Church of his fathers, 
subsequently removing to Vermont, where he remained nine 
years, and where, having embraced the Christian Sabbath, his 
mind was first forcibly impressed with the unwelcome duty of 
preaching the gospel, then returning with a restive will and a 
restless mind, leaving his family in the vicinity of Norwich, 

that he might fly into the wilds of Pennsylvania to escape that 

7 
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" WO is unto me if I preach not the gospel/' but only to return^ 
like a chastened prodigal from a far country, smitten and still 
smarting under the rod of adverse and unmistakeable Proyi- 
dences, thoroughly convinced of his duty, and, at last, vnlling 
and anxious to do it— we for the first time meet his name, in 
connection with the Norwich Plains Church, as a candidate, 
not for honors, but humble labor in a secluded outpost of the 
denomination, where he hoped to remain in congenial obscurity. 
But, as we have seen, God ha<i a larger field for him, and so, 
throughout your Association, and fitr beyond its limits, his li^ 
bors were abundant and successful ; and, to this day, the 
name of father West sends home a thrill of sacred emotion to 
the bosoms of a multitude of pious souls within our bounds. 

I have not drawn the portrait of his character, which you 
suggested, but I could not, in closing, forbear a random allu- 
sion to the compeer and coadjutor of your own Sterry, and our 
Wightman and Burrows ; yes, and I might add, of Wilcox and 
the Palmers, the Darrows, the Northups, and the Miners ; of 
Dickinson, of Cole, and others, who have wandered over these 
hills, and up and down these valleys, sowing precious seed, 
which they watered by their tears and followed by their prayers, 
and which we, in our day, have been permitted to see grown into 
a plentiful harvest, " yielding thirty, sixty, and a hundred fold ;" 
which, indeed, we devoutly hope, is but " the first firuits g£ the 
land," with which our God shall continue to be honored " until 
the Lord come." 

You requested me to write fully and freely. I have done so. 

Yours, for the cause, 

WM. H. POTTER." 

From certain aged persons who knew him well, I learn that 
Rev. Samuel West was a tall man, of large frame, but thin in 
flesh, firm but pleasant features, and commanding voice. 
He was a carpenter by trade, and he assisted in building the 
First Baptist meeting-house in this city. He was a working 
man, in body and mind, and a workman withal. 
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He was usually plain in speech and sometimes even blunt in 
his reproofs of folly : and with his natural-readiness of thought 
he was capable of the ironical ; for example : being in the 
company of the over-credulous, in a house reputed to have been 
lately visted by ghosts and wraiths, in which the company seem- 
ed to believe, and being asked if he believed in witches, appa- 
ritions, and the like, he replied, " No ; but I think my old horse 
does, for he is in the habit of shying at almost every thing he 
sees amiss, as though he feared some evil." 

As his writiDgs testify, found in the Minutes of the New Lon- 
don Baptist Association, he was transparent in language, strong 
in do(;trine, and fervent in spirit. liris reported, that, in his 
preaching, he often rose to strains of deep and commanding elo- 
quence. His mind was of a noble and solid pattern. It was 
ever his aim to commend to his brethren and to the <world, the 
motto he quoted in his circular letter for the Association, in 
1826: 

" That no big words of ready talkers, 
No dry doctrine, will suffice ; 
Broken liearts, and upright walkers, — 
These are dear in Jesus' eyes." 

The savor of his name lingers, like sweet incense, in all the 
Churches that shared his ministry ; and with, much appropri- 
ateness it may be said of him, that * 

« # * tt in his duty prompt at every call, 
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all ; 
And, as a bird each fond endearment tries, 
To tempt its new fledged ofl^pring to the skies, 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allured to brigliter worlds,, and led the way." 
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CHAPTER VI. 



H0TB8 OF THS FISST tHU^ Bt L TB THE CITT, FBOX 1824 TO 1845. 

After their bereavemeBft in the deatfi'of Mr. Sterrj, ifae 
Knit Baptist Church in theeity called to the pastmate Rerr. Wm. 
Palmer, who was settled with them April 1, 1824^ Additicms 
to the Church were now frequent. There was a special leriTal 
in 1829. The letter to the Associaticm, for that year reads 
thus: 

" The Baptist Chh. in Norwich to the N. K Asso'n : 

" Norwich, S^t. 27, 1829. 
"Deak Brethren: 

'' We haye the pleasure to inform you that the Lwd is pour- 
' ing out lus Spirit on our city. Sinners are convicted and con- 
' Terted to God, which causes great joy amongst us. 

'' It cannot be ascertained at present, the number already sub- 
' jects of Grace, nor is it possible to ascertain the number of the 
' concerned : suffice it to say, it has become general thro'out 
' the city. A great many are rejoicing in the Lord, and by far 
' a greater number are in anguish of souL At the Factory Yil- 
' lage called * The Falls,' within our city, a little reyiyal was 
' experienced last Winter. Nineteen united with us by bap- 
' tism, as the fruits of that reyival ; but in the opening of 
' Spring the work declined, until about five or six weeks past, 
' when the Lord, as it were, set his hand a second time to the 
' work. In a few days it was geieral thro' the village, and we 
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' can truly say, we neTer saw it on this fiishion. It is difficult 

* to describe tiie scene. Three meetings haye been held, every 

* evening, in the same village principally, ever since ; prayer 
' meetings at noon, besides many other religious meetings have 

* also been held, and hundreds have met for prayer and prais^. 

* Within a short time the reformation has extendedlnto tihe more 
' immediate vicinity of the Church, and also in all parts of the 

* city ; so that at the present it is very powerful generally. 
*■ Our minister being feeble in health and unable to attend to 
' all the calls and wishes of the distresaed, and by night and by 

* day visit from house to house, aj^liimtioii was made to Bro. 
' L. Kneeland, who came and has b«4p with us a few weeks. 

* His labours have been blessed to tiie conversion of souls. 
'•Baptized, on the first Sunday in September, nine ; on the sec- 

* ond, twelve ; and on the third, four. Forty-five have been 
' baptized since January last. Truly, this must be refreshing 
' news to you, dear brethren in the Lord ; and we can add that 
' the prospect for further additions is as good as at any time past. 

" We sincerely ask you to remember us in your supplica- 

* tions, that he who hath begun a good work would carry it on 

* until the whole Earth shall be filled with his glory. 

"We are hoping the time will soon %ome when our brethren 

* individually, and our sister Churches, will come to the conclu- 

* sion that, as it respects Ardent Spirits, they will say, * Touch 

* not, taste not, handle not,' the deadly poison. * * 

ISAAC BROMLEY, Clerk." 

In the next year they reported thirty-two baptisms. 

The regular congregation now became so large that the 
meeting-house was insufficient for their accommodation ; so the 
Church resolved to build a new and larger one. 

A new location was desired, but the expense of a more eligi- 
ble lot being objected to, it was concluded to remove the old 
house and build (A the same site, after purchasing a few addi- 
tional feet of land on the South side of the lot. The new edi- 
fice, which is substantially the same house that we now see, 

was dedicated in July, 1833. • 

a7 
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While this work was going forward, the spiritual house was 
being edified and enlarged by Mr. Palmer's judicious and effi^ 
cient labors. From 1824 to 1832 he baptized more than one 
hundred persons. Yet, from a want of consistency in . some 
members of the Church, ill at harmony with the exact and 
sound ministry and manners of Mr. Palmer, and from some lit- 
tle dissatisfactions such as often occur in even the best regulated 
Churches, being the fruit of human nature, Mr. Palmer felt it 
his duty to close his pastoral labors with them in March 1834. 
The Church now stood in a higher and stronger position than ey- 
er before, and contained a larger number of members. The 
Baptists were better knaprn and more respected in the town, 
though their peculiar ten^ were still ofiensive to Pedo-baptLst 
pulpits. It was unfortunate for the Church that Mr. Palmer 
lofb them. But Churches, like individuals, become restless and 
aspire after gifts and circumstances which they can seldom im- 
prove or appreciate. And both Churches and ministers must 
confess that they are fallible. After an interval of seven years, 
Mr. Palmer again assumed the pastorate, as we shall notice in 
due order. 

For a short j;ime after the close of Mr. Palmer's first pastoral 
term, the pulpit was su||)lied b^ L. G. Leonard, then a student. 
In July of this year, 1834, the Church settled their third pas- 
tor. Rev. Samuel S. Mallery, ^diose labors were very acceptable, 
and resulted in additions to the body. 

Soon after his settlement a revival was enjoyed and he was 
assisted in his labors by Rev. John Blain, of Providence, B. I. 
In the letter sent, in 1835, to the Association, we find the fol- 
lowing statistics : 

Added by baptism, 39 

" by letter, 35 

Dismissed, 6 

Excluded, 3 

Died, # 2 

Total number of members, 305 

It was in this same year that Mr. Henry Bromley was li- 
censed to exercise kis gift in preaching. 
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Mr. Mallery remained with the Church only about two years ; 
his pastorate closed in July 1836.. During liis pastorate he 
baptized seventy-three^persons. In January 1835, Mr. George 
Byrne had been chosen Clerk. In August, 1836, Bev. Josiah 
M. Graves accepted the pastoral office, which he held till Janua- 
ry 1838, without, however, receiving any persons by baptism, 
or witnessing any conversions. The pulpit was next supplied, 
for a number of weeks, by the spiritual and edifying ministra-^ 
tions of Bev. Darnel Wildman, widely known in this part of the 
State as a good minister of Jesus Christ. 

In April, 1838, B.ev. Russell Jennings accepted the call of 
the Church, and became their fifth paator. Mr. Jennings' min- 
istry seems to have been blessed to the Church, to the city, and 
to the regions round about. In January, 1839, Mr. Isaac Brom- 
ley was chosen the second time to fill the office of Clerk. For 
a short time the Church now enjoyed prosperity. But Mr. Jen- 
nings labored with the Church jonly two years, closing his pas- 
torate in April, 1840. 

The changes in the ministerial office, which had of late been 
so frequent, like changes and removals in a family, had imfa- 
vorably affected the Church, breaking up attachments and as- 
sociations, engendering discussions aiM distrusts, and weaken- 
ing the tie of unity in the body. Then again, the location of 
the meeting-housC) on the West border of the city, and on a hill, 
prevented many, or at least furnished them an excuse, firom 
regularly attending the meetings, though they professed to cher- 
ish Baptist principles. The Pedo-baptists, meanwhile, had 
more favorable locations for their houses of worship, and pos- 
sessed the commanding wealth, talents, and social influences of 
the city. This Church, therefore, even after an existence of 
forty years, was still comparatively weak, and was surrounded 
with not a few disadvantages and discouragements. Much 
time, and labor, and patient endurance are necessary to plant 
and bring to a vigorous growth any religious institution, par- 
ticularly if the organization be peculiar in its structure, and de- 
signed to embody principles that have not been previously ac- 
knowledged. 
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After several unsucoessfol elffbrts to obtain another pastor, 
the Church seemed disheartened and ahnost ready to give over 
the straggle which tiiey had hitherto maMtained with such sac- 
cess against no small odds. In quite an unexpected manner,- 
Kev. Miner G. Clarke, of Woodstock, in this State, now came 
among them, whose coming they regarded, not without reason, 
as the favor of the Lord towards the Baptist cause in our city. 
'Mr. Clarke commenced hiB labors in April, 1840, and remained 
with them till July. Though strongly urged, he was unwilling 
to settle with them, as he coincided with a large number in their 
viewff of the unfavorable location of the meeting-house. Efforts 
were made to effect a change of location, but wiiliout success. 
Unwilling to spend his strength in beating the air on the old 
hill, Mr. Clarke felt it his duty to leave them and return to his 
family. So the Church was again left destitute of a preacher 
and guide ; and now changes and trials ensued. 

Some of the more resolute inembers, with their friends, and 
a number of Baptists now residing in the city, not members of 
the First Church, determined that the Baptist cause must be 
maintained in the city. Adopting the suggestion of Mr. Clarke, 
before leaving, they united their efforts, engaged the Town Hall, 
and invited Mr. Clarke i/9 come and preach for them, with the 
view, if found necessary, of starting another Church, in a more 
central location, that should accommodate the multitude who 
preferred a Baptist meeting. This movement resulted in the 
formation of the Central Baptist Church, on Sept. 15, 1840, 
which was publicly recognized by a Council, on the 22d of the 
same month. 

The new Church was greatly prospered under the labors of 
Mr. Clarke. An outline of its history hasbeen written to 1850, 
as also a sketch of the Greeneville Baptist Church, formed by 
members from this Church, in 1845. These papers are printed 
in the " Historical Sketch of the New London Baptist Associa- 
tion,'' given to the public in 1851 ; and therefore these Churches 
need no further notice here. 

The First Church was now in a very low condition. They 
had no pastor. They had few meetings. Their meeting-house 
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was dosed. Most of their former congregation attended at ihe 
Town Hall, with the newly formed Central Church, with which 
most of the actiye men^rs of the Church shortly united by 
letter. The few who remained met only occasionally. Finally, 
by a majority TOte of the proprietors, the meeting-house was 
sold at auction to cancel a debt of $1,500, that had accumulat- 
ed upon it. Clouds and darkness were round about the dimin- 
ished, disheartened band. A little unpleasantness of feeling, 
as was perhaps natural, under the circumstances, existed in ref- 
erence to the new Church which was now flourishing at ih» 
Town Hall, and bidding fair, as they imagined, to oyershadow 
them and result in their extinction. But in this they misjudged. 
The new Church was not their rival, but their oo-adjutor and 
sister in the common cause, aiming to do that work in the city 
which the First Church ought to have done, but had refused to 
do. The low and discouraged state of the old Church may be 
besttinderstood from the following entries taken from the rec- 
ords: 

" Aug. 26, 1840. 

* * * " Voted : Tha,t we adjourn to next Tuesday eve- 
' ning, to take into consideration the propriety of dissolving the 

* Church, and that general notice be given to all the members, 

* male and female, to attend." 

" Sept. 1, 1840. 

* * * " The motion to dissolve the Church was tried and 

* lost." 

" Dec. 1, 1840. 
***** Voted : That we give letters of dismission in the 

* following form : 

** This may certify that A. B. is a member of the Baptist 

* Church in Norwich, and has liberty to unite with any other 

* Church of the same faith and order." 

** Voted : That Bm. D. BrcMnley, and I. Bromley, be author- 

* ized to take charge of the Communion Furniture, the Bibles, 

* Psalm Books and Records of the Church, which shall be held 



» 
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' by them, for the benefit of a Baptist Church in West Chelsea, 

* if called for within one year, if not, to be disposed of by sd 

* committee at their discretion." ♦ * * * 

It was but a short time, however, that they continued to live 

" At this poor dying rate." 

The success of the new Church produced a happy effect ; it 
provoked the old Church to new life and double diligence. Urg- 
ing their needy conditicm, they prevailed upon their former belov- 
ed and efficient pastor, Rev. William Palmer, to return and help 
them. He yielded readily to their importunity, as he felt a 
special interest in them, and a desire to promote the interests of 
the Baptists in the city. They hired the meeting-house, and re- 
sumed their meetings in the Spring of 1841. Though they 
were feeble, and the congregation was small, they trusted the 
Lord would remember the place where he had recorded his 
name. They were not disappointed. Mr. Palmer's labors were 
again blessed among them. In the Autumn of 1843 a rain of 
grace was poured out upon them, at the same time that the 
Central Church was blessed, and numbers were added to them 
by baptism and by letter. Mr. Palmer was assisted at this time 
by the effective labors of Rev. Jabez S. Swan. 

In June 1844, their aged deacon, Isaac Story, whose activi- 
ties in the Church, for various reasons, had almost ceased, 
was called away by death ; he having reached the age of six- 
ty-four, and having served the Church as an officer for twen- 
ty-eight years. 

In April, 1845, Mr. Palmer, in View of his advance in life, 
but more particularly in view of certain inharmonious elements 
in the Church, and the unfavorable prospect of their happy ad- 
justment, felt it his duty to again resign the pastorate. This 
second term of his ministry was maked by the reception of 
over forty by baptism. 

As Mr. Palmer was never again settled as a pastor, and has 
now passed away to the better land, I may here add a few words 
in respect to him.' He continued to preach occasionally, aiding 
his younger brethren in the ministry, and supplying the desti- 
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tute imlpits in and around the city. He never again dianged 
his residence, but remained in his own house on High Street, 
near the meeting-house of the First Church. To avoid certain 
apparent jealousies in the First Church, he united by letter with 
the Central Ohurch, of which he remained a member till his 
death, which occurred at his residence, after a short illness, 
Bee. 25, 1853, at the age of sixty-«ight, after a successful min- 
istry of forty-eight years. 

Rev. William Palmer was a man of hardly medium stature, 
rather thick frame, round shoulders, very fair complexion, 
bright eyes, engaging countenance, pleasant voice, mild deport- 
ment, and easy manners. He was born in Colchester. He 
began to preach when he wae but twenty yeara of age, and was 
ordained when he was but twenty-four. Hd was married in 
1807, to Sarah Bennett, sister of Revs. Alfred and Alvin Ben- 
nett. To his excellent and well balanced natural powers, and 
uncommonly retentive memory, he added the advantages of 
much reading and study. Indeed, he was a student through 
life, and he accumulated, for hijs day, an extensive and valuable 
library. He was self-taught, but thorough in his acquiaitions, 
and always a friend of education. He was a sound, sweet, and 
earnest preacher. Like Sterry and West, he held high aloft 
the glorious doctrines of grace. If he lacked the military fire 
and noise of some ambitious propagandists, he possessed the 
flame of true piety, and the power of a sound divine. He was 
loved and honored by his brethren in the ministry. For twen- 
ty-five successive years he was chosen Clerk of the New Lon- 
don Baptist Association, of which he was one of the constitu- 
ent members ; three times he was preacher for the Association ; 
and four times he wrote the circular letter. His papers show 
that, during his ministry, he baptized more than three hundred 
and forty persons, and married about four hundred couples. 
He left many very valuable papers ; but he never wrote ser- 
mons. As a man, and a minister, he was judicious, calm, assid- 
uous, persevering. Always avoiding strifes, he preached peace, 
and practiced tibij^ he preached. In proof of this we might 
refer to his circolfff letter on the " Peace of Zion,'' for the New 
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London Baptist Association, in 1830 ; but his whole life and 
miniBtry furnish proof. He bore his trials with fortitude, and 
wore his preferments with meekness. His death was lamented 
not only by his own denomination, but by all who knew him, 
of whatever name. His grave is in the pleasant grounds of 
Tantic Cemetery, marked by a modest slab of marble, reared 
by gratefhl hands. , 

" A firm, yet eanttons mind ; 
Smoere, tiiough pnident; constant, yet- resigned; 
Honor nnehanged, % principle professed; 
Fix'd to one side, but moderate to the rest; 
FUPd with the sense of age, the fire of youth, 
A wotn of wrangling, yet a zeal for truth : 
ChNli lldt man was, who, now from earth removed. 
At iMglli ei\Joy8 the liberty he loved." 






AND THEIR PRINCIPLES. 87 



CHAPTER VII. 



NOTES OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN THE CITT, TROX 1845 TO 1850. 

Upon the close of Mr. Palmer's pastorate, the pulpit was sup- 
plied for a few weeks by George W. Pendleton, who was then 
preaching by license. In June following, Miner H. Kising, 
another licentiate, was invited to supply them with a view to 
his settlement. Shortly, indications of a revival were apparent. 
Extra meetings were held, and the pastor-elect was Assisted by 
Revs. Charles S. Weaver and Daniel D. Lyon. The work of 
the Lord among his people and among the impenitent was ex- 
tensively realized. In the winter. Rev. J. S. Swan, with his 
eccentric, powerful gifts, and great grace, rendered special aid. 
Meetings were held every day and evening. The revival seem- 
ed to reach out through the whole city, so that the meeting- 
house was filled to overflowing nearly every evening for about 
five months. Like every powerful work upon the minds of a 
community, calling into vigorous action the emotions and pas- 
sions, as well as the reason and conscience, and awakening per- 
sons of every variety of culture and temperament, this work 
might have had its extremes and extravagances, its noise and 
boistefougness, in respect to which critics might carp, and form- 
alists be offiBndedy bat there was a strong tide beneath all the 
surface-wayes^ that raised up the Church and the dead world 
aroundy and oMpd them on to a higher and happier condition. 

Mr. lUaiDg iraa ordained March 4, 1846. At th^ same time, 

8 
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Mr. Benjamin F. Breed, Mr. Daniel F. Beebe, and Mr. Joseph 
Carroll, were ordained as deacons. 

In September of this year, the Church reported to the Associ- 
ation the following statistics : 

Added by baptism, 148 

by letter, 43 

by experience, 5 

Restored, * 4 

Total membership, 276 

Thus increased and strengthened, the Church resolved to re- 
gain their meeting-house, which they were now occupying only 
as tenants. The owners of the Church kindly oflTered to re-deed 
it to them, for the sum at which they had received it, $1,500. 
The Church accepted the proposition, and paid the money in 
the course of about three years. Meanwhile, they were spiritu- 
ally prospered, and numbers were added to them. But in March 
1849, in the midst of protracted services, their pastor, from ex- 
cessive labors which induced a neglect of the laws of the 
human organism, was laid aside from his ministerial duties. 
For seven years he suffered from a prostration and virtual de- 
rangement of his nervous system. 

The next pastor of the Church was Rev. James M. Coley, 
from the State of New York. He was settled in May 1849. 

But here, with the year 1850, the year- to which the histories 
of the other Churches in the New London Baptist Association 
have been sketched, our notes will close. 

Since the organization of this Church, there have been re- 
ceived into it about one thousand members ; on an average, 
about twenty for each year. Of these, six have become minis- 
ters of the gospel, viz. : John Sterry, Henry Bromley, Daniel 
Avery, Silas Leonard, Lorenzo D. Bentley, and Henry B. Whit- 
tington. Mr. Bentley shortly united with the Methodists, 
among whom his father was an esteemed preacher, residing in 
this city. 

Our task is now done. Hurriedly and impbrfectly we have 
traced the Baptists ; Jirst, from their straggles and conflicts 
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with Church and State, before the Great Revival, when they 
were few, and persecuted in the Colony ; second, from the Great 
Revival which multiplied them through the suffering Separat- 
ists, and which opened the doors of the Colony for religious lib- 
erty ; and thirdy from their peaceful settlement under the equal 
laws of soul-liberty, to their present growth and strength, when 
many of their great principles control the entire land. 

Thus we have been called to contemplate unpleasant and 
stormy times. We have seen human nature again tried by er- 
ror and by truth, by prerogatives and by oppressions, and have 
seen again man's native weakness, ignorance, moral blindness, 
pride and presumption. We have seen certain religious sects 
and parties seated in the halls of legislation, and on the bench 
of judgment, and at the same time certain other denominations 
and parties praying for soul-liberty, and suffering in the cells 
of prisons. We have discovered that God is the author of lib- 
erty, as we have seen his wonderfiil and mighty intervention in 
the land by the Holy Ghost poured out, changing men's obdu- 
rate hearts, and tempering them to peace, and love, and all 
brotherly offices. With joy we have seen the winds hushed and 
the waters stilled, and the merciful calm of civil and religious 
liberty every where welcomed, and by statute secured. We 
feel somewhat like Israel after passing the sea. To our God be 
thanksgiving and praise. And to-day, as we look over our res- 
cued, renovated and peaceful commonwealth, we find ourselves 
joined jfraternally by Christians of every name, in singing, 

" Bleat are the sons of peace, 

Whose hearts and hopes are one, 
Whose kind designs to serve and please, 

Through all their actions run." 

In glancing over the period and the events which we have 
been called to notice, we have gathered many wholesome and 
important lessons. We can name but a few of them. 

a. We have been reminded that our civil and religious privi- 
leges cost long and severe struggles. For our inheritance, our 
fathers paid self-denials and sufferings. Indeed, since the fall, 
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civil and religious liberty have not been native to earth, but are 
twin sisters of celestial birth, awarding the blessings they bring 
frotn the throne of God only to praying, wrestling, dauntless 
souls. Hence, to retain and enjoy what has been obtained by 
such holy afid heroic efforts, will demand a devout pubKc senti- 
ment, coupled with " eternal vigilance." 

6. We have discovered the strong proclivity of the human 
heart, even under the most favored circumstances, to an unspir- 
itual and dead religion. Men every where are disposed to lean 
upon their own wisdom and their own works : by wisdom they 
forsake and forget God. 

• 

c. We have learned that only the Spirit of God, and the 
Word of God as applied by the Spirit, can awaken man to a 
sense of his depravity and folly, and recall him to his God and 
his duty. 

d. We have learned that the life of Christian Churches de- 
pends upon the in-dwelling of Christ in the hearts of the mem- 
bers, prompting them to study his truth and walk in his steps. 

e. We have been reminded that the path of Christian duty 
may sometimes lie directly athwart the legislative enactm^its of 
the land ; — a lesson much needed by the half-instructed and 
cowardly children of political subserviency, in this day, when 
the cry of the enchained and down-trodden comes up imploring- 
ly into our ears. 

y. We have refreshed our minds with that specially import- 
ant lesson, which the world is so slow to learn, that, in respect 
to the kingdom of God among men, we are forbidden to legis- 
late, whether in Church or State, — forbidden to add to, or take 
from, the Inspired Standard ; that the kingdom of God is 
founded by Divine Truth through the Holy Spirit, and is there- 
fore spiritual and not temporal ; and that civil liberty owes its 
birth, and nurture, and strength, to the spirit and principles 
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begotten in men by the breath of the Holy Ghost. Only a 
Christian people can be preserved from the extremes of tyran- 
ny and licentiousness. 

From this view, then, let us be instructed and take courage. 
In all right things, let us imitate our honored fathers ; and, 
vrherein they erred, let us take warning. Let us stand up al- 
ways and every where to dare, and do, for God, for the truth, 
and for our fellows. In Heaven-appointed labors and sacri- 
fices let us toil for our children, and for other generations, who, 
if we are true to the calls of duty, may perchance rise up 
and make honorable mention of our names, our principles, and 
our deeds. But, however men may regard us, let us stand ap- 
proved unto our Lord, through whose blood we have salvation. 

We build not the tombs of the prophets, we garnish not the 
sepulchres of the dead. We only pay our fitting tribute of fil- 
ial love to our deserving fathers, unwilling that they should be 
given 



* * 



'' to dnmb ForgetfUlness a prey." 



By studying their lives and labors, our views of life and duty 
are corrected ; our ambitions are chastened ; our pride and self- 
confidence are rebuked ; our hopes are encouraged, and our 
hearts are strengthened in the service commanded of the Great 
King. 

Of many of the fathers it is our duty to say, as we may in 
truth, 

" Though dead, they epeak in reason's ear, 

And in example live ; 
Their faith, and hope, and mighty deeds, 

Still fresh instruction give." 



